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Future Security Initiative

Dear FSI colleagues and friends

We launched the Future Security Initiative (FSI) in 2023 as a pan-university
collaborative hub supported by the Arizona State University Office of the
President and based on a strategic partnership between the university and New
America, a Washington, DC-based think tank. The FSI promotes a holistic,
interdisciplinary approach to security policy, generating innovative ideas and
promoting transformative solutions to improve human well-being in an uncertain
and rapidly changing world.

We began sending out FSI newsletters in fall 2024, and this version, our fifth,
provides an update on some of our activities and the work of our team of faculty,
staff, and fellows over the last several months.

If you have questions or want to reach us, please email: future.security@asu.edu

All the very best,

Peter Bergen Daniel Rothenberg
Co-director Co-Director
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New FSI Team Members

We recently welcomed 8 new members of the FSI team, which now includes 59
faculty, staff, and fellows, as well as over 140 affiliated faculty and several
dozen international affairs experts based out of New America.

New Faculty

Ryan Shaw, Professor of Practice, School of Historical, Philosophical and
Religious Studies, Managing Director of Strategic Initiatives, and Senior
University Advisor

New ASU Future Security Fellows at New America — 2025-2026 Academic
Year

Grace M. Cho is professor of sociology at the College of Staten Island, CUNY,
author of Tastes Like War: A Memoir, working on a book on the Korean War
through the lens of her family’s experience

Anuj Chopra is an award-winning journalist and a Washington, DC-based
reporter for Agence France-Presse, working on a book about Saudi Arabia in the
age of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman

Marielena Hincapié is a nationally recognized immigrant justice leader,
strategist, and democracy advocate, working on a book, Becoming America: A
Personal History of a Nation’s Immigration Wars

Saket Soni is an award-winning labor organizer, founding director of Resilience
Force, author of The Great Escape: A True Story of Forced Labor and Immigrant
Dreams in America, working on a book, Hurricane Hustlers that assesses the
soon-to-be trillion-dollar climate disaster recovery economy

New Research Fellows

Matthew Ammel, former Defense Policy Fellow for Sen. Kyrsten Sinema,
advising on irregular warfare, critical threat vulnerability, and veterans’ mental
health, former US Army Green Beret with multiple deployments in the Middle
East and Africa

Zhuogqi Dong, Ph.D. Candidate in International Affairs at Georgia Tech, focusing
on US-China strategic competition, civil-military relations, and emerging
technologies, Assistant Editor at Small Wars Journal

Amy Nelson, Senior Fellow and Director of the Future Security Scenarios Lab at
New America, national security scholar and policy practitioner focusing on arms



control, emerging and dual-use technologies, strategic risk and uncertainty

11th Annual Future Security Forum

On October 22, we held the 11th Annual Future Security Forum in Washington,
DC at the offices of New America. This is a major FSI event and the signature
meeting of the ASU/New America partnership. The Forum was opened by
Michael Crow, President, Arizona State University, Anne-Marie Slaughter,
CEO, New America, and lan Langford, Executive Director, Security & Defence
PLuS. Featured speakers included: Sen. Mark Kelly (D-AZ), Sen. Kyrsten
Sinema (I-AZ), Amb. James Roscoe MVO, Acting UK Ambassador, to the US,
Amb. Rizwan Saeed Sheikh , Ambassador of Pakistan to the US, Gen. (ret.)
Stanley McChrystal, former Commander, International Security Assistance
Force and Joint Special Operations Command, Brett H. McGurk, Former White
House Coordinator for the Middle East, Gina M. Bennett, retired CIA Senior
Analyst; Beth Sanner, former Deputy Director of National Intelligence; Greg
Simer, Corporate Chief Technology Officer, Northrop Grumman, Daveed
Gartenstein-Ross, Founder and CEO, ExpertTheory, Wyn Bowen, Head of the
School of Security Studies, King's College London, among others. Over 350
people attended the Future Security Forum , including representatives from
academia, media, international bodies, civil society, industry, and foreign
governments, with many media mentions by the BBC, National Defense
Magazine, various Pakistani media outlets, and others.

Here is an ASU News story on the Forum:
https://news.asu.edu/20251027-local-national-and-global-affairs-predicting-new-
era-security



https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=bf41054628a6ffb1d1554fc1f49b430956c2bcb7c2bee41c36b0051a47adacc6200e1e4031e55e5555d33de1615164b27051e101954954fb

Center for Intelligence and National Security

This year, FSI launched a new Center designed to support undergraduate and
graduate students in learning more about the Intelligence Community, including
the possibility of pursuing intelligence careers in government or industry. The
Center team includes Erich Schneider, Faculty Co-Director and Clinical
Professor, Peter Bergen, Faculty Co-Director and FSI Co-Directors, John T.
Lewis, Associate Faculty Director and Jose Moreno, Communications and
Outreach Coordinator.

The Center created an Intelligence Community Fellows program serving 62
ASU undergraduate and graduate students for the 2025-2026 Academic Year,
as well as new courses, including “Introduction to the U.S. Intelligence
Community” offered in Fall 2025 with 55 ASU undergraduates. The Center
awarded 7 scholarships worth $56,000 to study critical foreign languages
(Russian in Daugavpils, Latvia and Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan; Ukrainian in Warsaw,
Poland), and to support summer research projects for the ASU Laboratory of
Security for Future Computing (SEFCOM) in the field of cyberspace

security, identity research, and national defense. The Center has organized
multiple events and is in the process of launching a new ASU certificate in U.S.
National Security and Intelligence Studies to be based in the School of
Politics and Global Studies and offered starting Fall 2026. The Center is also
supporting the creation of a new Intelligence Concentration in the MA in
Global Security.



F) SMALL WARS JOURNAL.

Small Wars Journal — over 3.8 million visitors 12 months

A year ago, FSI with support from ASU Media Enterprise, assumed
management of the Small Wars Journal (SWJ), one of the most important post-
9/11 online resources for critical analyses of current and future conflict and
competitive statecraft. The new SWJ website publishes an average of 10 articles
each week. SWJ has over 10,000 active users per week and has received
over 3.8 million visitors since its launch at ASU in November 2024. SWJ has
7,800 followers on LinkedIn, 13,000 on Facebook, and over 70,000 on X. The
project is run by FSI faculty Ken Gleiman, Amos Fox, Kyle Ramsay, and
Robert Bunker with support from FSI Research Fellows Zhuoqgi Dong and
David Maxwell and multiple outside experts. The SWJ also integrates 10 ASU
undergraduate and graduate students to assist with research, editing, and
production. The journal has also brought in revenue from membership fees and
is frequently solicited by advertisers seeking to sponsor the website. Next year,
the journal plans to add a journalism fellow from the Cronkite School to cover
national security issues from Washington, DC.

Here is a link to the recent video on Small Wars Journal.
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FSI Team Recent Awards and Honors

Grace M. Cho was named the Distinguished Visiting Writer for Non-Fiction at
Ithaca College, Fall semester 2025

Ken Gleiman received the 2025 ASA Book Award for Winning Without Fighting:
Irregular Warfare and Strategic Competition in the 21st Century

Ajit Maan was elected President of the Military Writers Guild, November 2025

FSI Team Selected Recent Publications and Activities

The FSI team publishes books, articles, white papers, and opinion pieces, and
works on podcasts, films, and other outputs, as well as speaking at events,
providing briefings, and appearing in the media. Below is a brief review of some
selected recent publications and activities.

Matthieu Aikins and Victor Blue published a featured cover story and series of
essays in the New York Times Magazine on abuses committed by US Special
Forces in Afghanistan and the lack of accountability, September 2025

Peter Bergen presented at the 9/11 Tribute and National Security Forum, with
former Secretary of the Army Dr. Mark T. Esper and Brett McGurk, former White
House Coordinator for the Middle East, hosted by Gov. Jared Polis and Mayor
Mike Johnston, Denver, CO, September 2025

Victor Blue published a featured cover story photographic essay in the New
York Times Magazine on a group of Guatemalan indigenous women seeking
justice for atrocities committed by the state and its agents in the country’s civil
war, August 2025

lan Conway presented “A Case Study in Adversarial Placement & Access” with
Robert Beckett at the Underground Economy 2025 conference at the Council
of Europe, Strasbourg, France, September 2025

Alicia Ellis presented “Agriculture as Contested Terrain: Securing Food Systems
in an Era of Hybrid Competition” at S&D+ conference on Economic Security in
the Indo-Pacific, Kyoto University, Japan, November 2025



Alicia Ellis published “Agriculture as Strategic Infrastructure: China’s Hybrid
Threats and U.S. Security Gaps,” PRISM, November 2025

Amos C. Fox published “Manufactured Insurgencies and the Pseudo-Insurgency
Phase of the Russo-Ukrainian War: April 2014-February 2022, Journal of
Slavic Military Studies 38 (2), 2025.

Amos C. Fox published “Drones are Game-Changing, But They Are Not the
Answer to the Inherent Challenges of Land War,” Small Wars Journal. August
2025.

Ken Gleiman appeared on PBS Newshour discussing the future of war, October
2025

Roger Herbert spoke on "The Ethics of Special Operations" at the Netherlands
Defence Academy, November 2025

John T. Lewis spoke on “How Should the United States Predict and Analyze
Future Threats?” at the 11! annual Future Security Forum, October 2025

Andrew Maher published “Unconventional deterrence in Australian strategy”
with the Australian Strategic Policy Institute co-authored with FSI faculty
David Kilcullen and lan Langford, executive director of S&D+, which links ASU,
Kings College London and University of New South Wales, October 2025

David Maxwell wrote 14 articles for United Press International, many
focusing on issues related to South Korea/North Korea relations and global
strategy, August-November 2025

Victor Rodriguez, as a member of the UN International Independent Expert
Mechanism to Advance Racial Justice and Equality in Law Enforcement
released a report, “A/HRC/60/75: Systemic racism against Africans and people of
African descent in the criminal justice system,” September 2025

Candace Rondeaux presented a keynote lecture at the Salzburg Global
Seminar annual American Studies Conference in Austria, September 2025

Daniel Rothenberg received his second PhD in International Law from the
University of Nottingham (prior PhD in Anthropology from University of Chicago)

David Scheffer published a new book, The UN Charter: Five Pillars for
Humankind (Springer 2025), with Mark S. Ellis.

Robert Schmidle briefed staff of the Senate Armed Services Committee and
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the Senate Appropriations Committee, Subcommittee on Defense on
Cognitive Warfare threats and opportunities

Matt Spence spoke on “Fault Lines and Opportunities in the Modern Middle
East” at the Panetta Institute with Secretary Panetta, August 2025

Anne-Marie Slaughter was interviewed on CNN International, September
2025.

Anne-Marie Slaughter published a chapter “Plures et Unum,” in Out of Many,
One, Catalyst for American Futures, 2025.

Frank Sobchak received a 3-year research grant with the Defense Security
Cooperation University to study the 1991-1994 efforts to build capable host
nation partners during U.S. operations in Somalia

Peter Singer published 8 op-eds and analyses in multiple publications including
Washington Post, War on the Rocks and Defense One on the changing character
of war, Chinese defense policies, rare earth minerals, and other issues, August-
November 2025
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