Future Security Initiative

Fall 2024 Newsletter

Dear FSI colleagues and friends

We launched the Future Security Initiative (FSI) just over ayear ago as a
collaborative hub connecting Arizona State University with New America, a
DC-based think tank. The FSI replaces the Center on the Future of War as a
pan-university entity linking multiple centers, schools, and programs with
multiple communities beyond the academy.

Our goal is to help reconceptualize U.S. security policy towards a holistic
engagement with current and future challenges by generating innovative
ideas and transformative solutions grounded in concrete, transdisciplinary
efforts to improve human flourishing and well-being. This involves research,
publications and other outputs, educational programming, and outreach
through conferences, seminars, and events.

This newsletter (and future newsletters) provides an update on the activities
of the FSI and our exceptional team of faculty and fellows.

If you have questions or want to reach us, please
email: future.security@asu.edu

All the very best,

Peter Bergen Daniel Rothenberg
Co-director Co-Director
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The FSlis the latest development in the ASU/New America Future Security

partnership which began a decade ago (for a video on the partnership,

see https://youtu.be/VeVK8k3ydx4). On Sep 9-10, we held our 10th annual
Future Security Forum in Washington, DC. The event gathered
policymakers, government and military leaders, experts, and analysts to

explore how global security has changed over the past decade and will
change over the decade to come. The September 9 programming was
organized by ASU and New America, with panels on the state of terrorist
threats, how artificial intelligence is changing warfare, preparing for the next
pandemic, the future of U.S.-China relations, and other issues. The
September 10 programming was organized by Security & Defence PLuS, a
partnership between ASU, King’s College London, and the University of New
South Wales, with panels focusing on Indo-Pacific security over the next 10
years.

Featured speakers included: Adm. Christopher W. Grady, Vice Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff; LTG. (ret.) H.R. McMaster, Former National Security
Adviser; Arizona State University Distinguished University Fellow; Author, At
War With Ourselves; Sir Lawrence Freedman, Emeritus Professor of War
Studies, King’s College; Author, Command and The Future of War: A

History; Christine Abizaid, Former Director National Counterterrorism
Center; Elizabeth Campbell, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau of
Population, Refugees, and Migration, U.S. State Department, former director
of UNRWA's Representative Office in Washington, D.C.; Roger Carstens,
Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs, U.S. State Department;


https://youtu.be/VeVK8k3ydx4

and Vice Admiral Ann Rondeau (US Navy, Ret.), President, Naval
Postgraduate School; former member of the ASU Flag Officer Advisory
Council.

Over 350 people attended the Future Security Forum, including
representatives from academia (Australia National University, Georgetown,
Oxford, Johns Hopkins, Princeton, etc.), media (Washington Post, New York
Times Magazine, Voice of America, Bloomberg, etc.), international bodies
(World Bank, International Committee on the Red Cross, UNDP, etc.), US
military and security entities (National Counterterrorism Center, ODNI, DIA,
etc.), US government (Department of State, Department of Justice, etc.),
corporations (Space X, KBR, Meta, MITRE, McKinsey & Co., Zoom, etc.) and
foreign governments (Australia, Canada, Japan, Mexico, Pakistan, Poland,
Philippines, etc.).

Here is an ASU News story on the Forum

https://news.asu.edu/20240912-local-national-and-global-affairs-asus-
future-security-forum-sees-climate-change-
china#:~:text=Worsening%20climate%20change%20and%20escalating,Ari

zona%20State%20University%20this%20week



https://news.asu.edu/20240912-local-national-and-global-affairs-asus-future-security-forum-sees-climate-change-china#:~:text=Worsening%20climate%20change%20and%20escalating,Arizona%20State%20University%20this%20week
https://news.asu.edu/20240912-local-national-and-global-affairs-asus-future-security-forum-sees-climate-change-china#:~:text=Worsening%20climate%20change%20and%20escalating,Arizona%20State%20University%20this%20week
https://news.asu.edu/20240912-local-national-and-global-affairs-asus-future-security-forum-sees-climate-change-china#:~:text=Worsening%20climate%20change%20and%20escalating,Arizona%20State%20University%20this%20week
https://news.asu.edu/20240912-local-national-and-global-affairs-asus-future-security-forum-sees-climate-change-china#:~:text=Worsening%20climate%20change%20and%20escalating,Arizona%20State%20University%20this%20week

New Faculty

We recently welcomed 2 new Professors of Practice to the FSI team:

Amos Fox, Phd

Defense and security analyst, former Lt. Col. U.S. Army, host of the
Revolution in Military Affairs podcast, editorial board member Journal of
Military Studies. Associate Editor at the Wavell Room and former Deputy
Director for Development. Irregular Warfare Initiative.

David Kilcullen, Phd

A leading global thinker on conflict, author of many books (some bestsellers
and prize winners) including The Accidental Guerrilla, Counterinsurgency,
Out of the Mountains, and Blood Year: Terror and the Islamic State, former
Special Advisor for Counterinsurgency to U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, and also a professor at University of New South Wales.



New ASU Future Security Fellows at
New America

In the 2024-25 academic year, we welcome 3 funded ASU Future Security Fellows, who
are members of the new class of New America Fellows, a small group of writers,
filmmakers, academics, and other creative professionals selected from over 300
applicants.

Seth Harp

Contributing editor at Rolling Stone who has reported for Harper’s, the New
Yorker, The Intercept, and Columbia Journalism Review. Previously, he
served in the U.S. Army Reserve and was an Assistant Attorney General in
Texas. He is writing a book for Viking Press about drug-trafficking in the U.S.
Army Special Forces and a series of unsolved murders at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina.
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Molly O'Toole

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist working on The Route, a nonfiction book
that follows the world’s longest human migration to the United States. She is
currently a scholar at the Wilson Center and has reported for the Los
Angeles Times, Foreign Policy and The Atlantic’s Defense One, and has
written for the Washington Post, the New Republic, and other media.

Alex W. Palmer

Contributing writer at the New York Times Magazine, whose 2019 cover story
“The China Connection” was a finalist for a National Magazine Award. His
work has appeared in GQ, Smithsonian Magazine, the New Republic, and
other. He was a Marshall Scholar at King’s College London and is currently
working on a book about the history of American intelligence in China.



Grants and External Funding

Since January 2024, FSl faculty and fellows have been Pls and/or co-Pls

on 18 proposals for external funding for over $40 million for projects on
multiple issues including assistance to displaced children in Syria,
combating Chinese cognitive warfare, gathering oral histories of survivors of
political violence in Iraq, as well as efforts to establish interdisciplinary
centers at ASU dealing with intelligence, combating domestic terrorism and
irregular warfare. The projects involve multiple cross-ASU partnerships with
multiple schools and programs including the Center for the Study of
Religion and Conflict, the Melikian Center for Russian, Eurasian and East
European Studies, Human Systems Engineering, the School of Computing
and Augmented Intelligence, the School of Electrical, Computer and Energy
Engineering, Global Security Initiative, and the School of Criminology and
Criminal Justice.

As part of this proves, we received $200k from the Smith Richardson
Foundation for a project on Iranian proxies in the Middle East run by Pl
Jeremy Hodge, FSI Research Fellow, with support by other team members
Peter Bergen, Anand Gopal, Daniel Rothenberg and David Sterman.



Recent Awards, Publications, and Activities

Awards

Peter Bergen, "In the Room with Peter Bergen" won the Sigma Delta Chi
Award (the awards of the Society of Professional Journalists) for best
"Conversational Podcast.”

Victor Blue was nominated for an Emmy for his film “Swift Justice.”

Anne-Marie Slaughter received the 2024 Award for Global
Leadership from the Center on the Legal Profession at Harvard Law School.

Publications

Victor Blue, “A Rare Distraction for Youngsters at a Syrian Camp Spotlights
a Precarious Existence,” New Lines Magazine, May 8.

Robert Bunker, “The Islamic State - Khorasan Province (ISK): An
assessment of current operations,” with Lisa J. Campbell and Pamela
Ligouri Bunker, Small Wars & Insurgencies. August 2024.

Amos Fox, Conflict Realism: Understanding the Causal Logic of Modern
War and Warfare (Howgate Publishing, 2024).

Jan “Ken” Gleiman, Winning Without Fighting: Irregular Warfare and
Strategic Competition in the 21st Century (Cambria 2024)

Anand Gopal, “The Open-Air Prison for ISIS Supporters—and Victims,” The
New Yorker, March 11.

Karen Greenberg, ed., Our Nation at Risk: Election Integrity as a National
Security Issue, with Julian Zelizer (New York University Press 2024).

Roger Herbert, Ethics at War: How Should Military Personnel Make Ethical
Decisions?, with Deane-Peter Baker, Rufus Black, and lain King (Routledge,
2024)

Thomas Just, Combating Antisemitism in Germany and Poland: Strategies
Since 1990 (Lynne Rienner 2024).



David Kilcullen, The Art of War and Peace: Understanding our Choices in a
World at War, with Greg Mills (Penguin 2024)

George Poste, The National Blueprint for Biodefense - Immediate Action
Needed to Defend Against Biological Threats, Ex Officio Member: Bipartisan
Commission on Biodefense. 2024.

Candace Rondeaux, “How Race, Ethnicity, and Age Impact Views on US
Foreign Policy,” with Dina Smeltz , Craig Kafura, Lama El Baz, Heela Rasool-
Ayub, and Christopher Shell, Chicago Council on Global Affairs and New
America, July 17.

Anne-Marie Slaughter, “What might a Harris foreign policy look like?”
Financial Times, August 4.

Anne-Marie Slaughter, “Gaza-Israeli Peace Will Come Only by Putting
People Before States,” Washington Post, April 25.

Peter Singer, published eight articles in Defense One since April, including
“China claims breakthroughs in autonomous vehicles,” September 3; “Send
private-security contractors into Gaza? That’s a terrible idea,” July 26; and
“The Al Revolution is Already Here,” April 15.

Peter Singer, “Future of Armed Conflict,” American Society of International
Law, International Law Behind the Headlines podcast, September 15.

Isaiah “lke” Wilson, Ill, “The Future Adventures of the All-Volunteer Force,”
with Keith L. Carter, Max Z. Margulies, and Isaiah Wilson lll, in The All-
Volunteer Force at 50 (Oxford University Press 2024).

Notable Activities and Positions
Victor Rodriguez Rescia was named a member of the UN International
Independent Expert Mechanism to Advance Racial Justice and Equality in

the Context of Law Enforcement

Robert Schmidle briefed the Deputy Commander U.S. INDOPACOM on
Chinese cognitive warfare.



MA in Global Security

ESU School of Politics and Global Studies

Arizona State
University #&  Degree Programs + Undergraduate Life + Graduate Life v Research v About

At the start of the 2024-25 academic year, we have 170 current students in
the MA in Global Security and over 400 graduates. We recently launched a
new Concentration in Irregular Warfare, the first graduate program of its
kind, and part of FSI’s effort to support ASU’s expanded engagement with
irregular warfare. We also established course exchanges with Kings
College London. And we’ve expanded our MA in Global Security lecture
series, alumni events, as well as networking and job placement efforts.
These efforts are run by FSI faculty Jeff Kubiak, Director of Future Security
Education, Alicia Ellis, Director of the MA in Global Security and Thomas
Just, who manages MA alumni engagement.

We have a new video on the MA in Global Security which can be viewed
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVvx_40N-WO0.
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Small Wars Journal

SMALL WARS

J O UR N A L

This summer, FSI with support from ASU Media Enterprise, assumed
management of the Small Wars Journal, one of the most important post-
9/11 online resources for critical analyses of current and future conflict and
competitive statecraft. The new Small Wars Journal website will launch
shortly and will be closely integrated with other ASU expanding activities
dealing with irregular warfare, armed conflict, and fieldwork-based reporting
and analysis. The project is run by FSI faculty Ken Gleiman and Amos Fox,
with support from FSI Research Fellows, multiple outside experts, and ASU
undergraduate and graduate students.



Future Security Initiative Fall Speaker Series

Please join us via Zoom for our Fall Speakers Series from 5:00-6:00 pm AZ
time, unless indicated otherwise below.

Sep. 24 - Jonathan Blitzer, Staff writer, The New Yorker, “Everyone Who Is
Gone Is Here: The United States, Central America, and the Making of a
Crisis,” Co-sponsored by the Center for Latinas(os) and American Politics
Research, Hispanic Research Center, and the School of Social
Transformation.

Oct. 2 - Anne Applebaum, Pulitzer Prize winning historian, “Autocracy, Inc.:
The Dictators Who Want to Run the World,” event is from 12:00-1:00 pm AZ
time. Zoom Registration Link

Oct. 17 — Michael Lind, Co-founder, New America “The American Way of
Strategy” Zoom Registration Link

Oct. 30 - War Game (film screening and discussion), Tony

Gerber (filmmaker), Andy Gordon, Sandra Day O’Connor College of

Law, Elizabeth Neumann, Assistant Secretary for Threat Prevention and
Security Policy in Department of Homeland Security (in War Game),
moderated by John Giles, Mayor of Mesa. This is an in-person event at the
First Amendment Forum at the ASU Walter Cronkite School of Journalism
and Mass Communication, located in downtown Phoenix, from 5:45-8:30
pm. Co-sponsored by the Cronkite School, Julie Ann Wrigley Global Futures
Laboratory, Leadership Now Arizona, Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College,
School of Politics and Global Studies, and others.

Nov. 20 - Seth Harp, 2025 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America, “The
Ethical Crises among US Special Operations”. Zoom Registration Link

Nov. 26 — Roberto Patino, Venezuelan democracy and human rights
activist, “This Is Venezuela’s Moment. It Needs the World’s Help.” Zoom
Registration Link



https://asu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZpOH4OlYSBGTaJ1c3v3Kuw
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Arizona State University

#1 in the U.S. for innovation

ASU ahead of MIT and Stanford

- U.S. News & World Report, 6 years, 2016-2021
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