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Future Security Initiative

Dear FSI colleagues and friends 

We launched the Future Security Initiative (FSI) in 2023 as a pan-university
collaborative hub supported by the Arizona State University Office of the
President and based on a strategic partnership between the university and New
America, a Washington, DC-based think tank. The FSI promotes a holistic,
globally engaged approach to security policy, generating innovative ideas and
promoting transformative solutions to improve human well-being in an uncertain
and rapidly changing world. 

We began sending out FSI newsletters this past fall, and this version, our third,
provides an update on some of our activities and the work of our team of faculty,
staff, and fellows over the last several months.

If you have questions or want to reach us, please email:
future.security@asu.edu 

All the very best,

Peter Bergen            Daniel Rothenberg
Co-director               Co-Director
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New FSI Team Members

We recently welcomed 11 new members of the FSI team, which now includes 52
faculty, staff, and fellows, as well as over 140 affiliated faculty and several dozen
international affairs experts based out of New America.

New Faculty

Robert Bunker, Research Professor, former U.S. Army War College Minerva
Chair and FBI Academy Futurist in Residence. Currently, Director of Research &
Analysis with C/O Futures, LLC and Senior Fellow, Small Wars Journal-El Centro
Heather Gregg, Research Professor, non-resident senior fellow at the Foreign
Policy Research Institute, formerly professor at the U.S. Army War College’s
Strategic Studies Institute and an associate political scientist at the RAND
Corporation. 
Col. Erich Schneider (ret.), Clinical Professor, Faculty Director, ASU
Intelligence Community-Center for Academic Excellence, former Ranger with
multiple deployments, former Department Chair of Military Science at ASU



Matt Spence, Professor of Practice, Senior Fellow at New America Future
Security, director at Guggenheim Partners, focusing on cybersecurity, former
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Middle East Policy
Anita Sreedhrar, Clinical Professor, Medical Director, Iraq
Restorative/Transitional Justice project, physician and public health professional
with extensive experience in Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan

New Staff

Carly Fuglei, Iraq Program Director, research, monitoring and evaluation
specialist focusing on humanitarian responses, especially in the Middle East,
having worked with the UN and other international entities, fluent in Arabic
Jose Moreno, Senior Advisor and Recruiting Coordinator, ASU Intelligence
Community Center for Academic Excellence, also Senior Global Coordinator,
ASU Barrett Honors College, veteran and former US Army officer

New ASU Future Security Fellow at New America

Vann Newkirk II, Senior editor at The Atlantic, and the host and co-creator of
narrative podcasts Floodlines and Holy Week, 2022 Andrew Carnegie fellow,
winner of a Peabody Award, named Journalist of the Year by the Washington
Association of Black Journalists.

New Research Fellows

Ian Conway, CEO of Helios Global, an international security consultancy based
in the Washington, DC area, and CEO of Orca AI, which focuses on the financing
of malign information operations
Morgan Keay, CEO of Motive International, a consulting business that seeks to
mitigate conflict and enhance global stability and sustainability, previously worked
in the Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations at the U.S. Department of
State
David Maxwell, National security policy expert with over 30 years’ experience in
Asia specializing in irregular, unconventional, and political warfare, retired
Special Forces Colonel, served in command and staff positions at all levels in the
U.S. Army and USSOCOM



 

Launched ASU Intelligence Community – Center of
Academic Excellence

ASU’s new Intelligence Community Center of Academic Excellence (IC-CAE) will
assist undergraduate and graduate students in learning more about U.S.
intelligence systems and possible careers. To support these efforts, we are
creating a new Intelligence Concentration in the MA in Global Security, launching
a new undergraduate Certificate in Intelligence and National Security, recruiting
student Fellows and funding student Intelligence Community Scholars. The IC-
CAE also hosts events, supports faculty development, and assists students with
internships and career development. The Center is interdisciplinary and designed
to connect faculty and students from across ASU, including a focus on critical
languages and STEM. It is supported by a $2.5 million, 9-year grant from the
Office of the Director of National Intelligence. The PI is Peter Bergen, co-director
of the FSI, with co-PIs Keith Brown, Director of The Melikian Center and John T.
Lewis of the ASU Fulton Schools. The Faculty Center Director is Col. (ret.) Erich
Schneider who is supported by Jose Moreno, IC-CAE Senior Advisor and
Recruiting Coordinator.

 



MA in Global Security – Record Numbers of students and
program growth

The MA in Global Security (MAGS) is a professional, fully on-line graduate
degree based in the School of Politics and Global Studies that assists students in
advancing their careers in government, civil society, military and industry. We
currently have 177 students and 445 graduates. We recently launched a new
Concentration in Irregular Warfare, the first graduate program of its kind, and part
of FSI’s effort to support ASU’s expanded engagement with irregular warfare and
are in the process of launching a new Concentration in Intelligence to support the
IC-CAE. We have established course exchanges with Kings College London,
expanded our MA in Global Security lecture series, alumni events, as well as
networking and job placement efforts. These efforts are run by FSI faculty Jeff
Kubiak, Director of Future Security Education, Alicia Ellis, Director of the MA in
Global Security and Thomas Just, who manages MA alumni engagement. 

A video on the MA in Global Security can be viewed here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVvx_40N-W0.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVvx_40N-W0__;!!IKRxdwAv5BmarQ!dkxa3IU6SUmXmXJ4VtT3VLrGl3oGXG7gfgLmTPbw4pXh1pRwPrS7ZmADW8ZCZZYxCp-VVQX9m0eIU8_NvrbPv5v_BqmAfgh6Z8wrRg$


 

Small Wars Journal – over 1.2 million views

In fall 2024, FSI with support from ASU Media Enterprise, assumed management
of the Small Wars Journal (SWJ), one of the most important post-9/11 online
resources for critical analyses of current and future conflict and competitive
statecraft. The new SWJ website has received over 1.2 million views since its
launch at ASU and is closely integrated with other ASU expanding activities
dealing with irregular warfare, armed conflict, and fieldwork-based reporting and
analysis. The project is run by FSI faculty Ken Gleiman and Amos Fox, with
support from FSI Research Fellows, and multiple outside experts. The SWJ also
integrates ASU undergraduate and graduate students to assist with research,
editing, and production. 

 



Selected Recent Publications and Activities of the FSI Team

The FSI team publishes books, articles, white papers, and opinion pieces, and
works on podcasts, films and other outputs, as well as speaking at events,
providing briefings, and appearing in the media. Below is a brief review of some
selected recent publications and activities.

Peter Bergen signed a book contract with Norton for All the President’s Wars to
be written with David Sterman

Peter Bergen published 10 pieces on CNN.com and hosted 16 episodes of In
the Room With Peter Bergen, an award-winning Audible podcast covering foreign
policy and national security issues

Robert Bunker, Third Generation Gangs and Transnational Cartels: A Small
Wars Journal–El Centro Anthology. Ed. with John P. Sullivan, Small Wars
Foundation

Alicia Ellis and Jeremy Hodge, “Assad’s Fall and the Qatari Gas Pipeline: A
Risky Bet or a Potential Source of Relief?” Small Wars Journal, February 2025

Amos Fox, “The Russia-Ukraine War: It Takes a Land Force to Defeat a Land
Force,” Military Review, 3 March 2025. 

Karen Greenberg published in The Guardian, Tomdispatch, The Nation, Salon,
and elsewhere on Guantanamo, the future of democracy and national security

Heather Gregg presented “Negating and Defeating Bloc Aggression in the Gray
Zone," at A New Axis? Bloc Rivalry and the Future of Conflict, Center for Global
Security Research, Lawrence Livermore Labs 

Roger Herbert, “Strategic Special Operations and the Likelihood of Success”
(with Deane-Peter Baker and David Whetham). In Just War and Likelihood of
Success, Eric Patterson and Robert Joustra, eds. Routledge, forthcoming.



Roger Herbert has a chapter, “Strategic Special Operations and the Likelihood
of Success” (with Deane-Peter Baker and David Whetham), In Just War and
Likelihood of Success, Eric Patterson and Robert Joustra, eds. (New York:
Routledge), forthcoming

Jeremy Hodge, “A Weak Assad Benefits––and Is a Headache for Trump,"
Foreign Policy, December 2024

Tom Just presented “COVID-19 Era Conspiracy Theories and the Reframing of
Antisemitic Tropes in Germany,” International Studies Association Annual
Convention, March 2025

David Maxwell, “A Modern National Security Decision Directive for Irregular
Warfare: Guidance from President Reagan’s NSDD 32,” Small Wars Journal,
November 2024

George Poste co-edited with David R. Gillum, Filippa Lentzos, and Barbara
Johnson a special issue  of Applied Biosafety (Vol. 30, 2025) on “Biosafety and
Biosecurity for Potential Pandemic Pathogens and Dual Use Research of
Concern”

Victor Rodriguez organized four regional workshops through IIRESODH in
Colombia in coordination with the Jurisdicción Especial para la Paz to support
victims of decades of armed conflict in pursuing justice for past violations
 
Candace Rondeaux, “The Legal Counteroffensive to Russia’s Hybrid War,”
Lawfare, April 6, 2025

Daniel Rothenberg appeared in AZ media 11 times since January 2025,
including on-air interviews on AZ Family 3TV, CBS 5, 12 News, AZ PBS, Fox 10
and other outlets on various global politics issues

Robert Schmidle presented the keynote address, “Warrior Ethos on Moral and
Physical Courage” at 32nd Annual National Character and Leadership
Symposium, United States Air Force Academy, February 20-21, 2025

Peter Singer published 10 articles for diverse publications including Time, War



on the Rocks, and Defense One on China’s plans for AI, the future of space
warfare and other subjects  

Isaiah “Ike” Wilson III with Michael Greenberg (a MAGS student), “The
Forgotten Crucibles: The Korean War and the Balkans Wars ad Markers of
Geopolitical Flux,” Small Wars Journal, December 2024

 

FSI Spring Speaker Series 2025

Feb. 27 – Alex Palmer, Journalist, ASU Future Security Fellow at New America,
contributing writer at the New York Times Magazine, “Allies, Enemies, Friends,
Rivals: the U.S. and China Since WWII, and What Comes Next,” Co-sponsored
with the ASU Intelligence Community – Center of Academic Excellence

Mar. 26 – Suliman Baldo, Senior Advisor for the Enough Project, previously
directed the Sudan Democracy First Group and Pamela DeLargy, Professor of
Practice in Global Studies and Director of Education for Humanity, ASU, “The
War in Sudan: Understanding the Most Deadly Current Conflict and What the
U.S. Can Do to Help”
 
Apr. 3 –  Vann Newkirk II, ASU Future Security Fellow at New America, senior
editor at The Atlantic, “The Uncertain Future of America’s Black Towns”

Apr. 8  – Molly O’Toole, ASU Future Security Fellow at New America, Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist, “The Route: How American Policy, a Billion-dollar Black
Market, and Indomitable Resilience are Bringing the World’s Refugees to the
Border”



Apr. 23 – Oona Hathaway, Gerard C. and Bernice Latrobe Smith Professor of
International Law, Yale Law School, “Does the Law of War Still Work? Reflecting
on Gaza, Ukraine, and Current Global Conflicts,” Co-sponsored with the Center
for Law and Global Affairs, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law
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