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Anand Gopal Matthieu Aikins

ASU/New America Faculty and Fellows are 2025 Pulitzer
Prize Winners and Finalists

Anand Gopal was a finalist for a Pulitzer Prize in Feature Writing for his work
at the New Yorker on foreign policy issues. Anand is an Assistant Research
Professor with Future Security Initiative and the Center for the Study of Religion
and Conflict, as well as a Fellow at New America.

Matthieu Aikins, a Fellow at New America, won a Pulitzer Prize in
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Explanatory Reporting for his work at the New York Times on “how the United
States sowed the seeds of its own failure in Afghanistan, primarily by supporting
murderous militia that drove civilians to the Taliban."

See https://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-by-year/2025

Both Anand and Matthieu are exceptional FSI colleagues, presenting research in
DC and Arizona to faculty, students, and others, with Anand also mentoring
students, leading research initiatives, and teaching classes, alongside his fine
research and reporting.
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Co-sponsorship of the Global Security Forum in
Doha, Qatar

ASU Future Security Initiative and New America were co-sponsors of this year’s
Global Security Forum held in Doha, Qatar from April 28-30, 2025.

The Forum is a major international policy event, featuring presentations by
diplomats, academics, think tank staffers, journalists, and others
(https://globalsecurityforum.com/).

The Global Security Forum was opened by H.E. Sheikh Mohammed bin
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Abdulrahman Al-Thani, Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar
and included presentations by the Qatari Minister of State, the Chief of the South
African National Defence Force, the Director-General of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and others

ASU and New America co-organized a panel on “Combatting Non-State Actors
and Proxy Groups: Lessons Learned” featuring FSI faculty Peter Bergen, Ken
Gleiman, Candace Rondeaux and Daniel Rothenberg, as well as long-time
colleague Gianni Koskinas, a retired USAF Colonel with a Special Forces
background.

The Global Security Forum was covered by various media, including Defense
One, with specific mentions of our panel at:
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2025/04/experts-see-rise-powerful-non-
state-groups-us-retreats-global-stage/404971/

Also, there was nice coverage of Peter Bergen’s fireside chat with US Amb.
Timmy Davis at the Forum in the Gulf Times at: https://www.gulf-

times.com/article/703884/qgatar/trumps-upcoming-doha-visit-to-cement-

deepening-gatar-us-strategic-alliance-ambassador.

In addition, Candace Rondeaux conducted a fireside chat with Mr. Armen
Grigoryan, Secretary, Security Council of Armenia, Republic of Armenia at the
Forum.
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Faculty Participation at SOF Week in Tampa, FL

ASU Future Security Initiative faculty presented at Special Operations Forces
(SOF) Week in Tampa, FL from May 5-8, 2025.

SOF Week is organized by the Global Special Operations Foundation and is the
premier international gathering for Special Operations personnel, industry
leaders, and strategic partners to learn, network, collaborate, and showcase
advancements in the field (https://sofweek.org/).

Several FSI faculty participated in SOF Week including Peter Bergen, Alicia
Ellis, David Kilcullen and Kyle Ramsey, along with David Maxwell, FSI
Research Fellow, and Joselyn Garcia, a MAGS student who runs outreach and
communications for Small Wars Journal which is now based at ASU.

Speakers at SOF Week included HRH Abdullah Il bin Al-Hussein, King of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Pete Hegseth, Secretary of Defense, Gen. Dan
Caine, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Bryan Fenton, Commander, U.S.
Special Operations Command, Gen. Pedro Sanchez, Minister of Defense of
Colombia, and others.

Peter Bergen moderated a high-level panel with Gen. Stephen Whiting,
commander of U.S. Space Command, Lt. Gen. Joshua Rudd, deputy
commander of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, Lt. Gen. Richard Angle, U.S. Army,
Commander of Allied SOF Command, and Gen. (ret.) Laura J. Richardson,
former SOUTHCOM commander.
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INDO-PACIFIC SECURITY FORUM:

ENHANCING STABILITY THROUGH
DETERRENCE, DEFENCE AND DIPLOMACY

Faculty Participation at the Security & Defence PLuS Indo-
Pacific Security Forum in Honolulu, Hawaii

ASU Future Security Initiative faculty presented at the First Security & Defence
PLuS Indo-Pacific Security Forum in Honolulu, Hawaii on May 12, 2025.

The S&D PLuS alliance is a partnership between ASU, King’s College London
and the University of New South Wales
(https://securityanddefenceplus.plusalliance.org/events/security-defence-plus-
indo-pacific-security-forum/).

The event was opened by Chris Howard, ASU Executive Vice President and
Chief Operating Officer. Several FSI faculty contributed to the event including
Alicia Ellis and David Kilcullen, along with several FSI Affiliated Faculty
including Ryan Shaw, Professor of Practice in History and Strategy and
Managing Director of Strategic Initiatives and Thorin Wright, Associate
Professor of Political Science and the ASU Academic Lead for S&D PLuS.

Speakers included Lt. Gen. James Glynn, Commander United States Marine
Forces Pacific, Lt. Gen. Matthew McFarlane, Commander, United States Army |
Corps, Lt. Gen. Joshua Rudd, Deputy Commander of US Indo-Pacific
Command, Lt. Gen. Simon Stuart, Chief of the Australian Army, Gov. Josh
Green, Governor of Hawaii, Brig. Gen. (ret) lan Langford, Executive Director,
S&D PLuS, Matthew D. Steinhelfer, AUKUS Senior Advisor, United States
Department of State, and others.
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Congratulations to 2025 MA in Global Security Graduates!

In Spring 2025, we have 29 new graduates from the MA in Global Security
(MAGS) program. This brings our total number of graduates to 450. \We wish
all our new graduates great success in the future.

It is worth noting that prior MAGS graduates have reported significant value from
the program, including: 71% who found that the degree helped in their career
advancement, 96% who said the skills they gained helped in their current job,
and 79% who reported that the degree improved their career satisfaction.

The MAGS was developed by the FSI and is run by key faculty including Jeff
Kubiak, Director of Future Security Education, Alicia Ellis, Director of the MA in
Global Security and Thomas Just, who manages MA alumni engagement and
related issues.



Professor of Practice Jeff Kubiak is retiring
Jeff Kubiak, a pillar of the Future Security Initiative, is retiring in Spring 2024.

Jeff joined ASU in the 2016 as a Professor of Practice to help design, build, and
launch the MA in Global Security. The success of the MAGS is very much the
result of Jeff’'s extraordinary vision, energy, and profound commitment to the well-
being and advancement of our students.

As everyone at ASU and at our partner institutions knows, Jeff is the
consummate colleague. He is multi-talented, hard-working, respectful,
understanding, collaborative and a pleasure to work with.

We will miss Jeff and his exceptional leadership but are pleased that he will
remain a part of the FSI community.
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#1 in the U.S. for innovation

ASU ahead of MIT and Stanford

~U.S. Nows & World Report, 6 years, 2016-2021
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