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FUTURE SECURITY INITIATIVE 

2025 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 

The Future Security Initiative (FSI) is a pan-university collaborative hub supported 
by the Arizona State University (ASU) Office of the President and based on a 
strategic partnership with New America, a Washington, DC-based think tank. The 
FSI promotes a holistic, globally engaged approach to policy, generating innovative 
ideas and promoting transformative solutions that conceptualize security as 
fundamentally based in human well-being, an approach of special value in an uncertain 
and rapidly changing world. The FSI is guided by the ASU Charter and works to 
realize the commitments of the New American University, seeking to realize the 
values and promises of university education and research for the broader society. The 
FSI has assembled a team of 60 interdisciplinary faculty, fellows, and staff—
including journalists, political scientists, development professionals, former military 
officers, legal scholars, anthropologists, and philosophers—who work collaboratively 
on a variety of policy-oriented research and educational projects. The FSI was 
launched in 2023 and is run by co-directors Peter Bergen and Daniel Rothenberg.  
 

FSI 2025 highlights include: 

 

Team – We added 21 new team members, including 6 faculty, 13 fellows and 3 
staff. 

 

Educational programming – We taught 5 new courses and developed new 
certificates and international collaborations while expanding the MA in Global 
Security, based in the School of Politics and Global Studies, to over 200 
students (a new record, also a 20% increase in Fall 2025 enrollments as compared 
to the prior year) and over 500 graduates.  
 

Research – Our faculty and fellows created new research projects and continued 
existing efforts including as principal investigators (PIs), co-PIs, and managers on 
over $26 million in externally funded projects, often with ASU student 
involvement and in collaboration with multiple ASU units. 
 

Centers and programs – We launched a new Center on Intelligence and 
National Security and a new National Security and Agriculture Program, while 
continuing efforts such as the Small Wars Journal (brought to the university in 
2024 in coordination with ASU Media Enterprise) whose website received over 3.8 
million visits. 
 

Publications, awards, media – Our team published 5 books and over 150 
articles and white papers, appeared widely in local and national media, briefed 
leaders, and were nominated for and won major awards, including a Pulitzer 
Prize. 
 

Events – We organized 32 public events both in-person and online, co-sponsored 
international meetings, and organized the 11th Annual Future Security Forum, 
with these efforts reaching over 3,000 faculty, students, policy experts, and 
members of the general public. 
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1.   EXPANDED FSI TEAM: 6 NEW FACULTY, 3 NEW STAFF, 13 NEW FELLOWS 
In 2025 we welcomed 21 new members of the FSI team, including 6 faculty  
(Professors of Practice, Clinical Professors, and Research Professors), 3 staff, 5 2025 
ASU Future Security Fellows at New America and 7 Research Fellows.  
 
The strength of the FSI is based on our team of 60 faculty, fellows, and staff (please 
see Appendix 1 for a full list) who have varied appointments in terms of time 
commitments, funding, and responsibilities. In this way, the FSI operates using a 
flexible, networked team approach in line with ASU’s commitments as the New 
American University, breaking down traditional academic silos and advancing 
innovative research, writing, teaching, and outreach oriented towards key policy issues 
and reaching multiple scholarly, governmental, and public audiences.  
 
The FSI team operates as a partnership between ASU and New America, by which we 
share resources, integrate team members, and build on mutual expertise, linking an 
innovative public research and education enterprise with a forward-looking non-
partisan DC-based think tank. FSI faculty and fellows participate in our programs in 
multiple ways, often moving from ASU to New America and back, sometime joining us 
as fellows and then becoming part of the faculty, or participating in joint research 
projects and then developing their work into courses or as part of expanding certificates 
and concentrations. 
 
New Faculty 

Robert Bunker, Research Professor, former U.S. Army War College Minerva Chair 
and FBI Academy Futurist in Residence. Currently, Director of Research & Analysis 
with C/O Futures, LLC and Senior Fellow, Small Wars Journal-El Centro 
Heather Gregg, Research Professor, non-resident senior fellow at the Foreign 
Policy Research Institute, formerly professor at the U.S. Army War College’s 
Strategic Studies Institute and an associate political scientist at the RAND 
Corporation.  
Manolis Priniotakis, Professor of Practice, former Vice President for Research 
and Engagement, National Intelligence University, with over two decades of 
experience in various U.S. government agencies 
Ryan Shaw, Professor of Practice, School of Historical, Philosophical and 
Religious Studies, Managing Director of Strategic Initiatives, and Senior University 
Advisor 
Frank Sobchak, Professor of Practice, Chair, Irregular Warfare, Modern War 
Institute, West Point, retired Special Forces officer. 
Matt Spence, Professor of Practice, Senior Fellow at New America Future Security, 
director at Guggenheim Partners focusing on cybersecurity, former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Middle East Policy 
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New Staff 
Carolyn Forbes, Iraq Program Senior Program Manager, also at ASU’s Center for 
Work and Democracy and former Assistant Director of the ASU Center for the Study 
of Religion and Conflict 
Carly Fuglei, Iraq Program Director, research, monitoring, and evaluation 
specialist focusing on humanitarian responses, especially in the Middle East, 
having worked with the UN and other international entities, fluent in Arabic. 
Jose Moreno, Senior Advisor and Recruiting Coordinator, Center for Intelligence 
and National Security, also Senior Global Coordinator, ASU Barrett Honors 
College, veteran, and former US Army officer. 

 
New ASU Future Security Fellows at New America (year-long appointment)  

Grace M. Cho, Professor of Sociology, College of Staten Island, CUNY, author of 
Tastes Like War: A Memoir, working on a book on the Korean War through the lens 
of her family’s experience.  
Anuj Chopra, award-winning journalist and a Washington, DC-based reporter for 
Agence France-Presse, working on a book about Saudi Arabia in the age of Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman. 
Marielena Hincapié, nationally recognized immigrant justice leader, strategist, and 
democracy advocate, working in book, Becoming America: A Personal History of a 
Nation’s Immigration Wars 
Vann Newkirk II, senior editor at The Atlantic, and the host and co-creator of 
narrative podcasts Floodlines and Holy Week, 2022 Andrew Carnegie fellow, 
winner of a Peabody Award, named Journalist of the Year by the Washington 
Association of Black Journalists 
Saket Soni, innovative labor organizer, founding director of Resilience Force, 
author of The Great Escape: A True Story of Forced Labor and Immigrant Dreams 
in America, working on a book, Hurricane Hustlers that assesses the soon-to-be 
trillion-dollar climate disaster recovery economy. 

 
New Research Fellows 

Asifa Ahmed, international relations scholar, former Postdoctoral Research 
Scholar, ASU’s Center for Muslim Experience in the U.S., Assistant Professor, 
Islamia Graduate College for Women, editor in chief, Journal of South Asian 
Studies 
Elizabeth Campbell, Executive Director, ODI Global Washington, former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration, U.S. 
Department of State 
Ian Conway, CEO of Helios Global, an international security consultancy based in 
the Washington, DC area, and CEO of Orca AI, focuses on the financing of malign 
information operations. 
Zhuoqi Dong, Ph.D. Candidate in International Affairs at Georgia Tech, focusing 
on US-China strategic competition, civil-military relations, and emerging 
technologies, Assistant Editor at Small Wars Journal 
Morgan Keay, CEO of Motive International, a consulting business that seeks to 
mitigate conflict and enhance global stability and sustainability, previously worked 
in the Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations at the U.S. Department of 
State 
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David Maxwell, National security policy expert with over 30 years’ experience in 
Asia specializing in irregular, unconventional, and political warfare, retired Special 
Forces Colonel, served in command and staff positions at all levels in the U.S. Army 
and USSOCOM 
Amy Nelson, Senior Fellow and Director of the Future Security Scenarios Lab at 
New America, national security scholar and policy practitioner focusing on arms 
control, emerging and dual-use technologies, strategic risk and uncertainty. 
Adam Taliaferro, former US Army officer most recently at Army Futures 
Command, multiple combat tours in Afghanistan and Iraq, supporting the Small 
Wars Journal 

 
 

2.  EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING  
One of the FSI’s primary goals is to develop and implement unique educational 
programming focusing on interdisciplinary approaches to pressing global security 
issues, usually with a policy-oriented approach. These efforts include undergraduate 
and graduate courses, an online professional MA in Global Security (MAGS), 
course exchanges, partnerships, and graduate certificates. In 2025, these efforts 
were run by Jeff Kubiak, Professor of Practice and Director of Future Security 
Education, Jan “Ken” Gleiman, Professor of Practice and Director of Irregular 
Warfare Studies, Alicia Ellis, Assistant Clinical Teaching Professor and MAGS 
Director, Thomas Just, Assistant Clinical Teaching Professor who manages MA 
alumni engagement, and Leah Legg, Graduate Program Manager. 
 
Our unique and flexible system in building our team allows ASU students to work 
closely with globally recognized experts. For example, students learn about 
cybersecurity from the former Deputy Commander of US Cyber Command, study 
politics and conflict in the Middle East from a journalist fluent in Arabic who has been 
nominated for 3 Pulitzer Prizes, and engage international law with the first U.S. 
Ambassador at Large for War Crimes. We keep our classes small so that students 
work directly with our team of experts.  
 
MA in Global Security 
Eight years ago, we created the MA in Global Security (MAGS), an online 
professional degree based in the School of Politics and Global Studies (SPGS) in 
the Division of Social Science at The College. The MAGS offers a non-technical 
Cybersecurity Concentration and an Irregular Warfare Concentration, and we are 
in the process of launching an Intelligence Concentration linked to our newly formed 
Center on Intelligence and National Security to begin in Fall 2026.  
 
In 2025, we had around 200 students in the MAGS (a new record) and over 500 
graduates. The average age of our students is in their early 30s and virtually all work 
while studying. MAGS students can complete the degree within a calendar year and 
study from anywhere in the world. Around half our students are current military or 
veterans, over 40 percent are from underrepresented groups, and over a third are 
women. MAGS students consistently rank the faculty and the program as exceptional, 
and many graduates have significantly advanced their careers through their studies 
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with us. In fall 2025, MAGS student enrollment was up over 20% compared to the 
previous year. We also had 85 new MAGS graduates, a new record.  
 
FSI faculty created 4 new MAGS courses: “Agriculture, Food Systems & Security”; 
“Winning the 21st Century Cold War”; “Geopolitics and Conflict in the Middle East”; and 
“Intelligence & Technology.” 
 
Expanded student services, alumni work and career information and 
opportunities 
In 2025, Alicia Ellis and Jeff Kubiak organized student showcases, career 
development programs, and recruitment meetings with government agencies, 
companies, and others. The team established connections with the private sector, 
including links with Boeing, MedAire, Deloitte and Strider, all of whom play a role in 
recruiting MAGS students and exploring workforce upskilling opportunities. Thomas 
Just organized multiple alumni events and alumni/current student networking, 
including an in-person meeting for students and graduates in Washington, DC.  
 
These efforts help support MAGS students and alumni pursuing ASU graduate 
education to advance their careers. MAGS graduates have advanced their careers in 
civil society and the private sector, including finding global security and cybersecurity 
positions with companies such as Boeing, Wells Fargo, Deloitte, Amazon, and Apple. 
Others have used their degree to find positions in multiple government agencies, 
including the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), 
National Security Agency (NSA), National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA), 
State Department Diplomatic Security, Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and 
Canada’s Department of National Defense. 
 
Student and alumni assessment of the MAGS and faculty 
MAGS students provide the very highest ratings for faculty on their course design and 
teaching, recognizing the following faculty as “excellent”: Ian Anderson, Peter 
Bergen, Anika Binnendijk, Christopher Davis, Alicia Ellis, Amos Fox, Jan “Ken” 
Gleiman, Anand Gopal, Jeremy Hodge, Russ Howard, Thomas Just, David 
Kilcullen, Jonathan Kinkel, Jeff Kubiak, Ajit Maan, Andrew Maher, Kyle Ramsay, 
Candace Rondeaux, Daniel Rothenberg, David Scheffer, Robert Schmidle, Peter 
W. Singer, Frank Sobchak, Matt Spence, Scott Whittaker, and Isaiah “Ike” Wilson. 
In addition, Leah Legg, Graduate Program Manager, played a key role in MAGS 
success and managing the large increase in MAGS students. 
 
In 2025, we surveyed recent MAGS graduates about their experiences with the 
degree, with a focus on how the program impacted their career development. Of the 
total graduates surveyed: 

o 96% reported that the skills they gained in the MAGS helped with their current 
job. 

o 79% reported that the MAGS “improved my career satisfaction”. 
o 71% reported that the MAGS helped their career advancement, and. 
o 54% reported that the MAGS led to a salary increase in their career, with 21% 

reporting a “very significant” salary increase. 
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Future Security Education 
In 2025, FSI’s Future Security Education advanced the development, testing, and 
launching of new educational programs, including mini-courses, certificates, and 
stackable courses that, over time, can be used to obtain graduate degrees. FSI 
established course exchanges with Kings College London and has been expanding 
plans for new certificates and stackable courses to support flexible, life-long learning. 
Alicia Ellis was named Chair of the Education Working Group for the Security & 
Defense Plus (S&D+) Partnership linking ASU, Kings College London, and the 
University of New South Wales. In this way, FSI helps coordinate the development of 
shared pedagogical frameworks, identify areas for joint curriculum build-out, and shape 
future cross-institutional educational offerings. Erich Schneider, Founding Faculty Co-
Director of the Center for Intelligence and National Security and Clinical Professor, 
created and taught the first of several new intelligence courses in Fall 2025. In addition, 
the FSI team advanced processes for ASU to accept transfer credits for professional 
courses completed at the Joint Special Operations University, part of generally 
expanded efforts related to irregular warfare educational programming, an area where 
ASU is a national leader among public research universities. 
 
 

3.  RESEARCH PROJECTS 
When we launched the FSI in 2023, one of our main tasks was to seek to advance 
collaborative research on pressing global security issues to contribute to policy 
solutions. Part of this process involved seeking external funding to grow our team and 
advance ASU’s reputation as an innovator in future security research and education. 
FSI Faculty and Fellows are currently PIs, co-PIs, and Managers on over $26 
million in externally supported research funded by foundations, U.S. government 
agencies, and others. This process has involved collaborations with many ASU units, 
including the Global Security Initiative (which manages the largest of these projects 
focusing on irregular warfare), Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict, the 
Melikian Center for Russian, Eurasian and East European Studies, and the 
School of Electrical, Computer and Energy Engineering.  
 
Building on these efforts, in 2025, FSI faculty and fellows submitted proposals for 
over $5.5 million in new funding for projects on reconceptualizing international 
development, the use of drones by non-state actors, and new approaches to 
combatting violent non-state actors (building on our work on contemporary proxy war).  
 
Below is an overview of current and recent projects involving teams of FSI faculty and 
fellows, based both at ASU and at New America. This does not cover the many 
research projects created and managed individually by FSI faculty and fellows, 
although some books, articles and other outputs arising from those efforts are listed 
below in the section on publications, media, awards, and notable activities. 
 
Restorative/Transitional Justice and Human Rights in Iraq 
A multi-year project to support restorative and transitional justice in Iraq by gathering 
oral histories of victims of human rights violations including a focus on minority groups, 
assessing memorialization efforts, and developing local capacity to assist victims of 
trauma related to decades of political violence. The project supports improved policy 
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and generates publications in Iraq and elsewhere. The PI is Daniel Rothenberg, FSI 
Co-Director, with co-PI Anand Gopal, Assistant Research Professor at FSI and the 
Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict, with key efforts managed by Anita 
Sreedhar, FSI Clinical Professor, Carly Fuglei, Iraq Program Director, and Carolyn 
Forbes, Manager, all of whom work with teams of Iraqis that are part of the Zomia 
Center. 
 
Irregular Warfare Center Service Contract 
A five-year service contract to support the Irregular Warfare of Center (IWC) with 
research programs to advance issues related to several thematic areas, including 
information operations, disinformation, and misinformation; emerging technologies; 
lawfare; economic statecraft; human domain; resiliency; military assistance and 
cooperation; and emerging challenges and opportunities. The project is administered 
by ASU’s Global Security Initiative (GSI) with direction by Jan “Ken” Gleiman, 
Professor of Practice and Director of Irregular Warfare Studies and supported by Amos 
Fox, Professor of Practice. The Service Contract includes a network of university 
research centers and other partners, including New America. Through this funding 
mechanism, ASU faculty and others in the IWC Research Partner network can submit 
project proposals for potential. In 2025, 8 of the 19 research projects funded by the 
IWC Service Contract (42%) were directed by FSI faculty and FSI Research 
Fellows. 
 
Work in Syria  
Anand Gopal, Assistant Research Professor with the FSI and the Center for the Study 
of Religion and Conflict, working with Jeremy Hodge, FSI Research Fellow, and 
Daniel Rothenberg, FSI Co-Director, manage several initiatives in Syria in 
coordination with Zomia Center local staff and partially funded by the FSI. These 
include efforts to document and analyze enforced disappearances by the Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria (ISIS); provide health care in the al-Hol camp, which houses over 
40,000 people (some associated with ISIS, others not); and a book under contract with 
Columbia University Press on oral histories of Syrian ISIS members. 
 
Health impacts of U.S. military operations in Fallujah, Iraq  
Anand Gopal, Assistant Research Professor with the FSI and the Center for the Study 
of Religion and Conflict, and Daniel Rothenberg, FSI Co-Director, are working with 
an interdisciplinary team, including Iraqi physicians, global health experts, and others 
to investigate and analyze the relationship of poor childhood health in Fallujah, Iraq 
and exposure to dangerous materials related to U.S. military operations there. This is 
a multi-year project that developed out of a seed-funded collaboration between FSI 
and the Peace Engineering program at Drexel University. 
 
Organizing for 21st Century Warfare and Combating Chinese Cognitive Warfare  
Robert Schmidle, Professor of Practice, has designed and managed a multi-year 
research project exploring Chinese cognitive warfare as a key strategy directed against 
the United States and key allies. The project looks at how Chinese cognitive warfare 
impacts the perception of information rather than the information itself, such that 
traditional technical efforts to combat this form of aggression may be inadequate. In 
response, the project outlines the underlying logic of cognitive warfare and its ability to 
undermine trust, communication, and coordination based on an assessment of current 
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strategy, interdisciplinary expert meetings, and other efforts, producing policy papers 
and leading to high-level briefings. This work has been funded by multiple entities 
including the Smith Richardson Foundation and the Office of Net Assessment. 
 
Weaponized Narrative Project  
Ajit Mann, Professor of Practice, directs the Weaponized Narrative Project which 
explores the role of narrative in today’s global strategic environment. The project 
advances understandings of how narratives are deployed to undermine U.S. and 
global security while also advancing policies to build resilience and counter efforts by 
adversaries. The current project builds on a prior effort launched by ASU faculty and 
FSI faculty affiliates Joel Garreau, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law and Brad 
Allenby, Lincoln Professor of Engineering and Ethics, and President's Professor of 
Civil, Environmental and Sustainable Engineering.  
 
Moral Injury Project  
This project considers the ways in which the experiences of war create complex, long-
lasting ethical harm, an issue of increasing interest to veterans, their families, 
caregivers, and others. The project links FSI Faculty, Fellows, Affiliated Faculty, 
representatives of the Office for Veteran and Military Academic Engagement, the 
Pat Tillman Center, and local and national veterans’ groups. The project also engages 
partners associated with the PLuS Alliance, linking ASU with Kings College London 
and University of New South Wales as well as local veterans’ groups. Past team 
members include Daniel Rothenberg, David Wood, ASU Future of War Senior Fellow 
at New America who won a Pulitzer Prize for his work on moral injury, as well as Jesse 
Kirkpatrick, Research Fellow, former Acting Director of the Institute for Philosophy 
and Public Policy and co-Director of the Mason Autonomy and Robotics Center at 
George Mason University. The project has been funded by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, leading to conferences, meetings, and a series of essays in Ethics 
and International Affairs. 
 
Future of Proxy War  
The project offers new ideas on the meaning of proxy warfare moving beyond dominant 
Cold War-era models and based on granular, context-rich evidence from fieldwork 
studies in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, and Yemen. It also creates a network of 
regional researchers and sponsors meetings on proxy war research in Turkey, Iraq, 
and the U.S. The project has produced a book, Understanding the New Proxy Wars: 
Battlegrounds and Strategies Reshaping the Greater Middle East (Oxford 
University Press 2022), edited by Peter Bergen, Candace Rondeaux, Daniel 
Rothenberg, and David Sterman. The project also produced a dozen white papers 
that have been viewed more than 170,000 times. These efforts were supported by 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York and the Smith Richardson Foundation and 
included field research and analysis by FSI team members including Anand Gopal, 
Assistant Research Professor, Jeremy Hodge, Research Fellow, and David 
Kilcullen, Professor of Practice.  
 
In 2025, we expanded on this project with a new effort, Understanding Iranian 
Proxies, a two-year $200,000 project supported by the Smith Richardson 
Foundation. The PI is Jeremy Hodge, FSI Research Fellow, with co-PIs Peter 
Bergen, Anand Gopal, Daniel Rothenberg, and David Sterman, The project 
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supports field research and other data collection to document and analyze Iranian 
proxies in less-studied sites, such as Saudi Arabia and the West Bank, producing 
policy related publications. 
 
Cybotage 
This project bridges the fields of art, biology, global security, and social science through 
a public art installation on landmark buildings and indoors, offering a thought-provoking 
exploration of human enhancement technologies, cybernetics, and the ethical 
implications they hold for society and the environment. The project is directed by Zeina 
Barakeh, Associate Professor, ASU School of Art, with support from Co-PIs Daniel 
Rothenberg and Anika Binnendijk. It is funded by a $25,000 Leonardo-ASU 
Planetary Health Research Seed Grant. 
 
Oral Histories of Post-9/11 Detention and Surveillance 
This project gathers and analyzes oral histories of Muslim Americans and Muslim 
immigrants that have been detained, as well as personal accounts of government 
officials, prosecutors, and members of communities subjected to systematic 
surveillance. It is directed by FSI faculty Anand Gopal and Daniel Rothenberg, along 
with FSI Research Fellow Rozina Ali and was launched with seed funding from ASU’s 
Institute for Humanities Research. 
 
Tracking America’s Counterinsurgency Wars 
Peter Bergen, FSI Co-Director and Professor of Practice and David Sterman, FSI 
Research Fellow lead this project out of New America which monitors U.S. 
counterterrorism strikes, substantially contributing to the public and policymaker 
understanding of America’s wars in Somalia, Yemen, and elsewhere via its databases 
of drone strikes (first created in 2009), which were viewed more than 20,000 times in 
2025. In particular, New America has been in the forefront of promoting transparency 
and providing analysis around the Trump administration’s unprecedented escalation of 
strikes in Somalia, where the U.S. has conducted more than 120 strikes in 2025 alone–
–more than Biden or Obama conducted during their respective presidencies. As a 
result New America and Sterman’s research on the strikes in Somalia has been cited 
widely including by Al Jazeera, The Atlantic, multiple authors writing in the CTC 
Sentinel, and in multiple articles in Task & Purpose and on NPR. New America’s 
research was also cited in a European Union Agency for Asylum report. Sterman has 
also spoken with reporters investigating a possible case of civilian casualties, which 
may appear in a forthcoming article. 
 
Tracking Terrorism in America 
Peter Bergen, FSI Co-Director and Professor of Practice and David Sterman, FSI 
Research Fellow lead this project out of New America which includes a database about 
terrorism in the United States since 9/11 to better understand who is charged with acts 
of terrorism in the States. The database on homegrown extremists is an authoritative 
source for anyone trying to discover more information about the more than 500 jihadist 
terrorism cases in the United States, and the database was viewed more than 30,000 
times in 2025 through early November. Bergen has also provided commentary on 
significant terrorist attacks in the U.S. and around the world for CNN including on the 
December 2025 ISIS-inspired attack on a Hannukah celebration in Sydney, Australia. 
 

https://www.newamerica.org/international-security/reports/americas-counterterrorism-wars/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/24/under-trump-us-strikes-on-somalia-have-doubled-since-last-year-why
https://www.theatlantic.com/national-security/2025/12/somalia-trump-america-first-military/685207/
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-global-state-of-al-qaida-24-years-after-9-11/
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/somalia-at-a-crossroads-resurgent-insurgents-fragmented-politics-and-the-uncertain-future-of-aussom/
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/us-airstrikes-somalia-double/
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/us-airstrikes-somalia-bariire/%20/
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/05/nx-s1-5632602/trumps-garbage-comment-met-with-disappointment-in-somalia
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2128603/2025_08_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q24_Somalia_Major_political_security_and_humanitarian_developments.pdf
https://www.newamerica.org/in-depth/terrorism-in-america/
https://video.snapstream.net/Play/6hUu98SpW8dq7Lvr7Mf8NM?accessToken=b0wx1jto8umzd
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Future Frontlines Program 
Candace Rondeaux, FSI Professor of Practice, directs the Future Frontlines program 
at New America, a public interest investigation hub focusing on policy-oriented 
research using investigative journalism, computer engineering, data mining, and 
machine learning. Other key team members include Ben Dalton, Future Frontline 
Program Manager and FSI Research Fellow, and Riley Rogerson, as well as a 
number of fellows. Among other activities, in 2025, Future Frontlines worked with 
ASU's Data Mining and Machine Learning Lab and Information Competition Lab 
to train more than 80 undergraduate and graduate students in open-source 
investigation and data mining techniques. Future Frontlines organized a high-level 
roundtable on Arctic strategy and U.S.-Finnish relations, analyzed how Ukraine-related 
weapons production has revitalized American manufacturing hubs, organized a policy 
roundtable on the future of transatlantic relations, and created  an investigative podcast 
examining how the messaging platform Telegram became critical infrastructure for 
Russian irregular warfare. The Future Frontlines team also continued to analyze issues 
related to the Wagner group and Russian paramilitary operations, leading to reports, 
appearances at conferences and closed-door briefings. Future Frontlines’ research 
has led to multiple media appearances and white paper with major media such as 
CNN, France 24, Politico, Vox, and other frequently citing research and analysis 
produced by the Future Frontlines program. 
 
Planetary Politics Initiative 
Candace Rondeaux, FSI Professor of Practice, directs the Planetary Politics initiative 
at New America, which is funded by the Ford Foundation to reimagine a more 
inclusive, equitable, and sustainable global order. Other key team members include 
Ben Dalton, FSI Research Fellow, Gordon LaForge, Heela Rasool-Ayub, and Riley 
Rogerson, as well as a number of fellows, leading to research and policy papers on 
many issues including environmental accountability in warfare, critical minerals 
governance, BRICS+ evolution, and African digital sovereignty, among other issues. 
The program hosted its first Digital Futures Symposium examining "Sovereignty and 
Agency in the Age of AI" in Washington, DC and launched the Digital Futures 
Roundtable Series, while also co-hosted high-profile convenings during UN General 
Assembly High-Level Week, organizing a multi-day workshop on just energy held on 
the margins of the World Bank Spring Meetings, and convening a symposium in South 
Africa in partnership with the University of Cape Town.  
 
Future Security Scenarios Lab  
Amy Nelson, Research Fellow launched the Future Security Scenarios Lab at New 
America to help leaders navigate accelerating technological and geopolitical 
complexity through scenario planning, forecasting, and strategic simulations. In 2025, 
the Lab examined the roots of public complacency toward nuclear risk and developed 
new strategies for reframing nuclear narratives, publishing a report, while also creating 
a scenario- and forecasting-based study interrogating expert assumptions about 
proposed sea-launched cruise missiles and the implications for escalation, alliance 
assurance, and long-term stability.  
 
The China Intelligence 
Peter Singer, FSI Professor of Practice, runs this open-source intelligence project on 
global security issues related to China, including articles on topics that range from 
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Chinese rare earth strategy to explaining its new efforts to leap ahead in drone 
technology. In 2025, the project published 23 articles in Defense One, with 50,000–
100,000 reads, leading to key materials used in briefings for groups ranging from the 
White House to the senior leaders of the U.S. Army, Air Force, and Navy. 
 
#ShareTheMicInCyber: Supporting Underrepresented Communities in the 
Cybersecurity Field 
Peter Singer, FSI Professor of Practice, leads this project, which supports 
professionals from traditionally underrepresented communities in the field of 
cybersecurity, elevating their voices and aiding in their research and professional 
development. In 2025, the project welcomed its third cohort, researchers with 
backgrounds in policy, law, and consulting. This cohort focused on issues including 
challenges of AI data centers  to the use of “deep fakes” to target female politicians. 
Fellows published policy reports and were featured in 32 public appearances 
across podcasts, events, and written media, where they spoke about their research 
projects. 

 
 
4.  CENTERS AND PROGRAMS 
As the FSI expands, the team is launching a number of new and planned Centers, as 
well as expansions of programming created in the past few years. 
 
Center for Intelligence and National Security 
In 2025, FSI launched a new Center designed to support undergraduate and graduate 
students in learning more about the Intelligence Community, including the possibility 
of pursuing intelligence careers in the government or industry. The Center team 
includes Erich Schneider, Founding Faculty Co-Director and Clinical Professor, Peter 
Bergen, Founding Faculty Co-Director and FSI Co-Director, John T. Lewis, Associate 
Faculty Director and Jose Moreno, Communications and Outreach Coordinator. The 
Center is establishing an advisory council to be chaired by Chris Howard, Executive 
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of ASU.  
 
The Center created an Intelligence Community Fellows program serving 62 ASU 
undergraduate and graduate students for the 2025-2026 Academic Year, as well as 
new courses, including “Introduction to the U.S. Intelligence Community” offered 
in Fall 2025 with 55 ASU undergraduates. The Center awarded 7 scholarships 
worth $56,000 to study critical foreign languages (Russian in Daugavpils, Latvia 
and Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan; Ukrainian in Warsaw, Poland) in coordination with the 
Melikian Center and its Critical Languages Institute, while also supporting summer 
research projects for the ASU Laboratory of Security for Future Computing on 
issues of cyberspace security, identity research, and national defense. The Center has 
organized multiple events and is in the process of launching a new ASU certificate in 
U.S. National Security and Intelligence Studies to be based in the School of Politics 
and Global Studies and offered starting Fall 2026. The Center is also supporting the 
creation of a new Intelligence Concentration in the MA in Global Security. 
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Small Wars Journal – Over 3.8 million visitors 12 months  
In 2024, the FSI, in collaboration with ASU Media Enterprise and supported by the 
Office of the President, assumed management of the Small Wars Journal (SWJ) 
one of the most important post-9/11 online resources for critical analyses of current 
and future conflict and competitive statecraft. The new SWJ website publishes an 
average of 10 articles each week. SWJ has over 10,000 active users per week and 
has received over 3.8 million visitors since its launch at ASU in November 2024. 
SWJ has 7,800 followers on LinkedIn, 13,000 on Facebook, and over 70,000 on 
X. The project is run by FSI faculty Ken Gleiman, Amos Fox, Kyle Ramsay, and 
Robert Bunker with support from FSI Research Fellows Zhuoqi Dong,  David 
Maxwell, Adam Taliaferro, and multiple outside experts. The SWJ also integrates 10 
ASU undergraduate and graduate students to assist with research, editing, and 
production. The journal has also brought in revenue from membership fees and is 
frequently solicited by advertisers seeking to sponsor the website. Next year, the 
journal plans to add a journalism fellow from the Cronkite School to cover national 
security issues from Washington DC.  
  
Here is a recent video on the Small Wars Journal:  
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/small-wars-journal_smallwarsjournal-activity-
7394100807786409985-
_J0k?utm_source=social_share_video_v2&utm_medium=android_app&rcm=ACoAA
AFDQXMBut3QMKAl4OmepBforTBXwke2p9g&utm_campaign=share_via 
 
Agriculture and National Security Program 
The Agriculture and National Security Program was launched in 2025 and plays a 
critical and unique role within FSI while positioning ASU as a national leader in defining 
and advancing agriculture security as a new, distinct domain of national security, 
focused on protecting farm-to-fork systems from hybrid threats and systemic 
vulnerabilities. The Program was created by Alicia Ellis working alongside Brig. Gen. 
Russ Howard (ret.), Professor of Practice. These efforts are supported by multiple 
ASU colleagues in various unites including Richard Rushforth, Research Associate 
Professor, School of Complex Adaptive Systems, Deniz Karakoc, Assistant Professor, 
School of Computing and Augmented Intelligence.  
 
As part of this effort, Prof. Ellis has taken on the role as ASU Lead for the ASU–Texas 
A&M National Security Partnership, providing leadership in a joint initiative aimed at 
redefining national security education and research by rooting it in the concerns 
regarding agriculture beyond the Beltway and traditional academic centers.  She has 
also organized community workshops linking local farmers and agribusiness leaders 
with academic experts  to discuss security issues related to Arizona agriculture. Alicia 
Ellis is also the PI on a research project on “Hybrid Threats to U.S. Agriculture.” 
We plan to develop this program into an ASU Center in 2026.  

 
 
 
  

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/small-wars-journal_smallwarsjournal-activity-7394100807786409985-_J0k?utm_source=social_share_video_v2&utm_medium=android_app&rcm=ACoAAAFDQXMBut3QMKAl4OmepBforTBXwke2p9g&utm_campaign=share_via
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/small-wars-journal_smallwarsjournal-activity-7394100807786409985-_J0k?utm_source=social_share_video_v2&utm_medium=android_app&rcm=ACoAAAFDQXMBut3QMKAl4OmepBforTBXwke2p9g&utm_campaign=share_via
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/small-wars-journal_smallwarsjournal-activity-7394100807786409985-_J0k?utm_source=social_share_video_v2&utm_medium=android_app&rcm=ACoAAAFDQXMBut3QMKAl4OmepBforTBXwke2p9g&utm_campaign=share_via
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/small-wars-journal_smallwarsjournal-activity-7394100807786409985-_J0k?utm_source=social_share_video_v2&utm_medium=android_app&rcm=ACoAAAFDQXMBut3QMKAl4OmepBforTBXwke2p9g&utm_campaign=share_via
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5.  PUBLICATIONS, MEDIA, AWARDS, AND NOTABLE ACTIVITIES  
In 2025, FSI faculty and fellows published five academic and trade books, wrote 
over 150 journal articles, op-ed pieces, essays, and white papers, while also being 
nominated for and winning major awards and other honors, and appearing widely 
in local and national media. Below is an overview of some notable FSI team 
publications, other outputs, media, and awards. 
 
Books  

Robert Bunker, ed. Third Generation Gangs and Transnational Cartels: A Small 
Wars Journal–El Centro Anthology, with John P. Sullivan (Small Wars Foundation 
2005). 
Seth Harp, The Fort Bragg Cartel: Drug Trafficking and Murder in the Special 
Forces (New York: Viking 2025), a New York Times bestseller and named one of 
the best books of 2025 by The New Yorker. 
David Kilcullen and David Mills, The Art of War and Peace: The Changing Face 
of 21st Century Warfare (London: Ithaka Press 2025). 
Candace Rondeaux, Putin's Sledgehammer: The Wagner Group and Russia’s 
Collapse into Mercenary Chaos (New York: PublicAffairs 2025). 
David Scheffer and Mark S. Ellis, The UN Charter: Five Pillars for Humankind, (Princeton: 
Springer 2025). 

 
Selected Articles, Opinion Pieces, Book Chapters, and Notable Activities 
The FSI team publishes many articles, white papers, and opinion pieces, and works 
on podcasts, films, and other outputs, as well as speaking at events, providing 
briefings, and appearing in the media.  
 
Below is a brief review of some selected publications and accomplishments in 2025. 

Matthieu Aikins and Victor Blue published a featured cover story and series of 
essay in the New York Times Magazine on abuses committed by US Special 
Forces in Afghanistan and the lack of accountability, September 2025. 
Victor Blue published a featured cover story photographic essay in the New York 
Times Magazine on a group of Guatemalan indigenous women seeking justice for 
atrocities committed by the state and its agents in the country’s civil war, August 
2025. 
Peter Bergen published 4 articles on CNN.com and completed production of his 
award-winning Audible national security affairs podcast In The Room With Peter 
Bergen with the release of the final four episodes. 
Peter Bergen presented at the 9/11 Tribute and National Security Forum, with 
former Secretary of the Army Dr. Mark T. Esper and Brett McGurk, former White 
House Coordinator for the Middle East, hosted by Gov. Jared Polis and Mayor Mike 
Johnston, Denver, CO, September 2025, 
Robert Bunker published 4 essays in Small Wars Journal on private security 
contractors and Haiti, Mexican cartels, and other issues.  
Ian Conway presented “A Case Study in Adversarial Placement & Access” with 
Robert Beckett at the Underground Economy 2025 conference at the Council of 
Europe, Strasbourg, France, September 2025. 
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Alicia Ellis, “Cyber to Soil: How America’s Food System Became a Battlespace,” 
Small Wars Journal, July 2025. 
Alicia Ellis and Jeremy Hodge, “Assad’s Fall and the Qatari Gas Pipeline: A Risky 
Bet or a Potential Source of Relief?” Small Wars Journal, February 2025. 
Alicia Ellis published “Agriculture as Strategic Infrastructure: China’s Hybrid 
Threats and U.S. Security Gaps,” PRISM, November 2025. 
Amos C. Fox published “Manufactured Insurgencies and the Pseudo-Insurgency 
Phase of the Russo-Ukrainian War: April 2014-February 2022,” Journal of Slavic 
Military Studies 38 (2), 2025.  
Amos C. Fox published “Drones are Game-Changing, But They Are Not the 
Answer to the Inherent Challenges of Land War,” Small Wars Journal, August 2025.  
Amos C. Fox, “The Russia-Ukraine War: It Takes a Land Force to Defeat a Land 
Force,” Military Review, 3 March 2025. 
Karen Greenberg published multiple articles in The Guardian, Tomdispatch, The 
Nation, Salon, and elsewhere on Guantanamo, the future of democracy and 
national security. 
Heather Gregg presented “Negating and Defeating Bloc Aggression in the Gray 
Zone," at A New Axis? Bloc Rivalry and the Future of Conflict, Center for Global 
Security Research, Lawrence Livermore Labs.  
Heather Gregg presented “Kep Calm and Carry On: Preparing Populations for 
Hybrid Threats against Critical Infrastructure,” Irregular Warfare Center’s 
Functional Area Defending the Homeland Working Group, July 2025.  
Roger Herbert, "Moral Armoring," Strategic Leadership International Course, US 
Special Operations Command. 
Roger Herbert, “Strategic Special Operations and the Likelihood of Success” (with 
Deane-Peter Baker and David Whetham). In Just War and Likelihood of Success, 
Eric Patterson and Robert Joustra, eds. Routledge, forthcoming 2026. 
Jeremy Hodge, “A Weak Assad Benefits––and Is a Headache for Trump," Foreign 
Policy, December 2024. 
Jeremy Hodge, "Syria's Crime Den: Trafficking, Extremism and Instability in 
Suwayda",  Small Wars Journal, August 2025. 
Russell Howard, “Can the Home Team Model be Replicated Elsewhere? Let’s 
Start with  the Home Team Academy,” Home Team Journal, 2025.  
Thomas Just, “Far-right extremism and mixed martial arts in Germany: 
radicalization, transnational networks, and democratic resilience,” European 
Politics and Society, 2025. 
Thomas Just presented “COVID-19 Era Conspiracy Theories and the Reframing 
of Antisemitic Tropes in Germany,” International Studies Association Annual 
Convention, March 2025. 
David Kilcullen presented “How Can Ukraine Plan Strategically Not Only to 
Survive the War, but to Define the Peace that Follows,” Kyiv Security Forum, May 
2025. 
Jesse Kirkpatrick became the co-director with Missy Cummings of the Autonomy 
and Robotics Center at George Mason University.  
John T. Lewis spoke on “How Should the United States Predict and Analyze 
Future Threats?” at the 11th annual Future Security Forum, October 2025. 
Andrew Maher published “Unconventional deterrence in Australian strategy” with 
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute co-authored with FSI faculty David 
Kilcullen and Ian Langford, executive director of S&D, October 2025. 



 15 

Ajit Mann published 5 articles in Homeland Security Today on narrative threats, 
US preparedness to address weaponized narratives, AfD as an extremist group, 
and other issues. 
David Maxwell wrote 14 articles for United Press International, many focusing 
on issues related to South Korea/North Korea relations and global strategy. 
David Maxwell, “America First, Allies Always: Securing the Asia-Indo-Pacific 
Together,” Asia-Pacific Policy Strategy Dialogue, House of Lords, UK, July 2025. 
David Maxwell, “A Modern National Security Decision Directive for Irregular 
Warfare: Guidance from President Reagan’s NSDD 32,” Small Wars Journal, 
November 2024. 
George Poste co-edited with David R. Gillum, Filippa Lentzos, and Barara Johnson 
a special issue  of Applied Biosafety (Vol. 30, 2025) on “Biosafety and Biosecurity 
for Potential Pandemic Pathogens and Dual Use Research of Concern”. 
Victor Rodriguez organized four regional workshops through IIRESODH in 
Colombia in coordination with the Jurisdicción Especial para la Paz to support 
victims of decades of armed conflict in pursuing justice for past violations. 
Victor Rodriguez, as a member of the UN International Independent Expert 
Mechanism to Advance Racial Justice and Equality in Law Enforcement released 
a report, “A/HRC/60/75: Systemic racism against Africans and people of African 
descent in the criminal justice system,” September 2025. 
Candace Rondeaux, “The Legal Counteroffensive to Russia’s Hybrid War,” 
Lawfare, April 2025. 
Candace Rondeaux presented a keynote lecture at the Salzburg Global Seminar 
annual American Studies Conference in Austria.  
Robert Schmidle presented the keynote address, “Warrior Ethos on Moral and 
Physical Courage” at 32nd Annual National Character and Leadership Symposium, 
United States Air Force Academy, February 2025. 
Robert Schmidle briefed professional staff at the Senate Armed Services 
Committee and the Senate Appropriations Committee, Subcommittee on Defense 
on Cognitive Warfare and implications for US security, July 2025. 
Ryan Shaw, “How the Frontier Spirit and the Outback Temperament Collide in 
AUKUS,” War on the Rocks, November 2025, with the article included in the 
Australian Chief of Navy’s recommended reading list. 
Peter W. Singer published 8 op-eds and analyses in multiple publications including 
Washington Post, War on the Rocks and Defense One on the changing character 
of war, Chinese defense policies, rare earth minerals, and other issues. 
Anne-Marie Slaughter, “It’s in the Interest of US Business to Stand Up for the Rule 
of Law Financial Times, March 2025. 
Anne-Marie Slaughter published a chapter “Plures et Unum,” in Out of Many, One, 
Catalyst for American Futures, 2025. 
Frank Sobchak received a 3-year research grant with the Defense Security 
Cooperation University to study the 1991-1994 efforts to build capable host nation 
partners during U.S. operations in Somalia. 
Matt Spence spoke on “Fault Lines and Opportunities in the Modern Middle East” 
at the Panetta Institute with Secretary Panetta, August 2025. 
David Sterman, “The Escalation of U.S. Airstrikes in Somalia and the Role of 
Perceived Threats to the U.S. Homeland,” CTC Sentinel, Counterterrorism Center, 
West Point, July 2025. 
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Isaiah “Ike” Wilson III, “Still ‘Raging Against the Machines’: Preventive Defense 
in the Age of Social Media Platforms,” Small Wars Journal, March 2025. 

 
Future Security policy reports and briefs 
In 2025, FSI, New America Future Security, and its associated programs, Planetary 
Politics and Future Frontlines, published 12 policy reports and briefs, which were 
read more than 16,000 times. These included reports by FSI faculty Candace 
Rondeaux and Pete W. Singer, as well as by FSI Research Fellows Ben Dalton and 
Amy Nelson. New America also maintained and updated its existing databases and 
reports on America’s counterterrorism wars and terrorism in America, which were read 
more than 58,000 times.  
 
Below is a list of policy reports and white papers. 

Roland Mwesigwa Banya, Planetary Politics Fellow, Africa’s Digital Sovereignty 
Trap: The Data Center Dilemma, July 2025. 
Jennifer Dickey,  #SharetheMicinCyber Fellow, The Rise of Neurotech and the 
Risks for Our Brain Data, March 2025. 
Nina-Simone Edwards, #SharetheMicinCyber Fellow, Digital Gaps, Cyber 
Threats: Designing Policies to Keep People Safe Online, September 2025. 
Zino Haro, #SharetheMicinCyber Fellow, The Rise of Youth Cybercrime: Social 
Trends and Interventions, October 2025.  
Seungmin (Helen) Lee, #SharetheMicinCyber Fellow, Securing the Backbone of 
Artificial Intelligence: Protecting Data Centers, September 2025. 
Amy Nelson, Research Fellow and New America Future Security Scenarios Lab 
Director, Threat Complacency and Nuclear Risk: Addressing Old Threats in a New 
Era, December 2025 
Francisca Afua Opoku-Boateng, #SharetheMicinCyber Fellow, Preserving 
Privacy: An Impact Framework for Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT), January 
2025. 
Candace Rondeaux, Ben Dalton, and Rafael Swift, The Alliance Dividend: How 
NATO’s Factory Floor Revival Is Rewiring Transatlantic Power, June 2025. 
Peter W. Singer and Mick Ryan, The Future of Deception in War: Lessons from 
Ukraine, June 2025.  
Adriana Stephan, #SharetheMicinCyber Fellow, A Weapon Against Women in 
Politics: Reining in Nonconsensual Synthetic Intimate Imagery, September 2025.  
Ibrahim Waziri Jr., #SharetheMicinCyber Fellow, GovSCH: An Open-Source 
Schema for Authoring Cybersecurity and AI Governance Documents, October 2025 
Jocelyn Woolbright, #SharetheMicinCyber Fellow, Defending the Defenders: 
Building a Secure Digital Front Line for Human Rights Organizations, November 
2025.  

 
Select Media  
Below is a brief review of some FSI media appearances in 2025. 

Peter Bergen appeared regularly on CNN to discuss national security issues. 
Ken Gleiman appeared on PBS Newshour discussing the future of war, October 
2025. 
Molly O’Toole was interviewed by NPR and other media on issues related to global 
migration. 

https://www.newamerica.org/planetary-politics/briefs/africas-digital-sovereignty-trap/
https://www.newamerica.org/planetary-politics/briefs/africas-digital-sovereignty-trap/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/the-rise-of-neurotech-and-the-risks-for-our-brain-data/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/the-rise-of-neurotech-and-the-risks-for-our-brain-data/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/digital-gaps-cyber-threats/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/digital-gaps-cyber-threats/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/briefs/the-rise-of-youth-cybercrime/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/briefs/the-rise-of-youth-cybercrime/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/securing-the-backbone-of-ai/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/securing-the-backbone-of-ai/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/future-security-scenarios-lab/reports/threat-complacency-and-nuclear-risk/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/future-security-scenarios-lab/reports/threat-complacency-and-nuclear-risk/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/preserving-privacy-an-impact-framework/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/preserving-privacy-an-impact-framework/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-frontlines/briefs/the-alliance-dividend/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-frontlines/briefs/the-alliance-dividend/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/the-future-of-deception-in-war/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/the-future-of-deception-in-war/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/a-weapon-against-women-in-politics/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/a-weapon-against-women-in-politics/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/govsch-an-open-source-schema/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/govsch-an-open-source-schema/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/defending-the-defenders/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/defending-the-defenders/
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Candace Rondeaux was interviewed about the Wagner Group in multiple media 
outlets, including Amanpour and Company, the Wall Street Journal, the New York 
Times, BBC World News, Vox, Times Radio, Channel 4 News, PBS NewsHour, 
MSNBC, CBC News, and RFE/RL. 
Daniel Rothenberg appeared and was interviewed 26 times on local television, 
radio and print media including PBS, AZFamily, AZ Republic, KTAR, and 12News 
KPNX, and others to discuss various issues of international politics. 
David Scheffer appeared on Amanpour CNN regarding the past genocide in 
Srebrenica and being interviewed in major media outlets about the Russia–Ukraine 
war, the Israel–Hamas conflict, international criminal justice, and other issues. 
Peter Singer appeared widely in national media, including on NPR, and was 
quoted in the Washington Post. 
Anne-Marie Slaughter was interviewed on CNN International, September 2025. 

 
Awards, Award Nominations and Notable Activities 

Matthieu Aikins, a Fellow at New America and longtime FSI colleague, received 
the 2025 Pulitzer Prize in Explanatory Reporting for his work on Afghanistan in 
the New York Times. 
Grace M Cho was named Distinguished Visiting Writer for Non-Fiction at 
Ithaca College for the Fall semester 2025. 
Alicia Ellis received an ASU Professor of Impact Award. 
Ken Gleiman received the 2025 ASA Book Award Winning Without Fighting: 
Irregular Warfare and Strategic Competition in the 21st Century and received the 
2025 Article Prize for “Educating the Irregular Warfare Practitioner.”  
Anand Gopal was a finalist for a 2025 Pulitzer Prize in Feature Writing for his 
work at the New Yorker on foreign policy issues.  
Ajit Maan was elected President of the Military Writers Guild. 
Molly O’Toole was awarded a fellowship at the Kluge Center, Library of 
Congress. 
George Poste received the 2025 Award for Leadership in Personalized 
Medicine (previous recipients include Francis Collins, former Director of NIH and 
Michael Leavitt, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services). 
Anne-Marie Slaughter received an Honorary Master of Transnational 
Governance from the European University Institute. 

 
 
6.  EVENTS: 32 PUBLIC EVENTS, INCLUDING THE 11TH ANNUAL FUTURE 

SECURITY FORUM  
In 2025, the FSI organized 32 public events, including tenth annual Future Security 
Forum. Held online and in person, these events reached a diverse audience of over 
3,000 ASU faculty, graduate and undergraduate students, community members, global 
security policy leaders, government officials, current and former military, journalists, 
and representatives of think tanks, civil society, and industry groups. Many of these 
events are managed by Tony Roth, FSI Senior Coordinator. 
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11th Annual Future Security Forum 2025 
On October 22, we held the 11th Annual Future Security Forum in Washington, DC at 
the offices of New America. This is a major FSI event and the signature meeting of the 
ASU/New America partnership. This year, we co-sponsored the event with Security & 
Defense PLuS, which links ASU, University of New South Wales, and Kings College 
London. The Forum was opened by Michael Crow, President, Arizona State 
University, Anne-Marie Slaughter, CEO, New America and Ian Langford, Executive 
Director, Security & Defence PLuS. Featured speakers included: Sen. Mark Kelly (D-
AZ), Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I-AZ), Amb. James Roscoe MVO, Acting UK 
Ambassador, to the US, Amb. Rizwan Saeed Sheikh, Ambassador of Pakistan to the 
US, Gen. (Ret.) Stanley McChrystal, former Commander, International Security 
Assistance Force and Joint Special Operations Command, Brett H. McGurk, Former 
White House Coordinator for the Middle East, Gina M. Bennett, retired CIA Senior 
Analyst; Beth Sanner, former Deputy Director of National Intelligence; Greg Simer, 
Corporate Chief Technology Officer, Northrop Grumman, Daveed Gartenstein-Ross, 
Founder and CEO, ExpertTheory, Wyn Bowen, Head of the School of Security 
Studies, King's College London, among others. Over 350 people attended the Future 
Security Forum, including representatives from academia, media, international 
bodies, civil society, industry, and foreign governments, with many media mentions by 
the BBC, National Defense Magazine, various Pakistani media outlets, and others.  
 
Here is an ASU News story on the Forum: 
https://news.asu.edu/20251027-local-national-and-global-affairs-predicting-new-era-
security  
 
2025 AZ Future Security Events: FSI Speaker Series, MAGS Lectures, etc. 
The FSI organized and hosted 18 public events out of ASU, including:  

o FSI Update and then US National Security Challenges 2025, January 16, 
2025, Jeff Kubiak moderated a conversation with Peter Bergen and Daniel 
Rothenberg, Co-Directors of the Future Security Initiative. 

o Interaction of Irregular Warfare and Technology, January 28, 2025, Jeff 
Kubiak moderated a conversation with David Kilcullen, FSI Professor of 
Practice, author of The Dragons and the Snakes: How the Rest Learned to Fight 
the West, and The Accidental Guerrilla, among other books. 

o Myth vs Reality of 21st Century Armed Conflict, February 25, 2025, Jeff 
Kubiak moderated a conversation with Amos Fox, FSI Professor of Practice, 
author of Conflict Realism: Understanding the Causal Logic of Modern War and 
Warfare and other books. 

o Allies, Enemies, Friends, Rivals: the U.S. and China Since WWII, and What 
Comes Next, February 27, 2025, Daniel Rothenberg moderated a conversation 
with Alex Palmer, Journalist, ASU Future Security Fellow at New America, 
contributing writer at the New York Times Magazine, Co-sponsored by the ASU 
Intelligence Community Center for Academic Excellence. 

o Valens Gaming: Wargaming in Security Education, March 6, 2025, Jeff 
Kubiak moderated a conversation with Daveed Gartenstein-Ross, founder and 
CEO of Valens Games and Eleanor Ross, Creative Director at Valens Games. 

o The War in Sudan: Understanding the Most Deadly Current Conflict and 
What the U.S. Can Do to Help, March 26, 2025, Daniel Rothenberg moderated 
a conversation between Suleiman Baldo, Senior Advisor for the Enough 

https://news.asu.edu/20251027-local-national-and-global-affairs-predicting-new-era-security
https://news.asu.edu/20251027-local-national-and-global-affairs-predicting-new-era-security
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Project, former UN Independent Expert on Mali and former Africa Director at the 
International Center for Transitional Justice and Pamela DeLargy, Professor of 
Practice in Global Studies and Director of Education for Humanity. 

o Contemporary Economic Warfare, April 2, 2025, Jeff Kubiak moderated a 
conversation with Alicia Ellis, Director of the MA in Global Security and the 
Agriculture and National Security Program in FSI. 

o The Uncertain Future of America’s Black Towns, April 3, 2025, Daniel 
Rothenberg moderated a conversation with Vann Newkirk II, ASU Future 
Security Fellow at New America, senior editor at The Atlantic, Andrew Carnegie 
Fellow, winner of a Peabody Award. 

o The Route: How American Policy, a Billion-dollar Black Market, and 
Indomitable Resilience are Bringing the World’s Refugees to the Border, 
April 8. 2025, Daniel Rothenberg moderated a conversation with Molly 
O’Toole, ASU Future Security Fellow at New America, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist who reported for the Los Angeles Times, Foreign Policy, and other 
media. 

o NATO's New Anchor; April 21, 2025, Jeff Kubiak moderated a conversation 
with Candace Rondeaux, FSI Professor of Practice, Senior Director, Future 
Frontlines and Planetary Politics, New America, author of Putin's 
Sledgehammer: The Wagner Group and Russia’s Collapse into Mercenary 
Chaos. 

o Does the Law of War Still Work? Reflecting on Gaza, Ukraine, and Current 
Global Conflicts, April 23, 2025, Daniel Rothenberg moderated a conversation 
with Oona Hathaway, Gerard C. and Bernice Latrobe Smith Professor of 
International Law at Yale Law School, former Special Counsel to the General 
Counsel at the U.S. Department of Defense, Co-sponsored by the Center for 
Law and Global Affairs, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law. 

o Beyond the Ban: Reimagining Education for Young Women and Girls in 
Afghanistan, September 19, 2025, Multi-speaker event focusing on the fourth 
anniversary of the Taliban's ban on girls' education in Afghanistan and the 
current dire situation in the country, Co-sponsored with the Afghanistan Student 
Association at ASU. 

o Mujeres Achi: How to Practice Immersive Photojournalism on the 
Guatemalan Genocide, October 7, 2025, Daniel Rothenberg moderated a 
conversation with Victor Blue, 2024 ASU Future Security Fellow at New 
America, photojournalist and writer focusing on the legacy of armed conflict, his 
work appears in the New York Times, the New Yorker, and Harper’s Magazine.  

o How AI and Surveillance Capitalism are Undermining Democracy, October 
14, 2025, Daniel Rothenberg moderated a conversation with Suresh 
Venkatasubramanian, Professor of Data Science and Computer Science and 
Professor of Humanities, Brown University, Director, Center for Technological 
Responsibility, Reimagination, and Redesign. Co-sponsored with the Center for 
Law and Global Affairs, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law. 

o The Past, Present, and Future of International Criminal Justice, October 
29, 2025, Beth VanSchaack, former Ambassador-at-Large for Global Criminal 
Justice, previously Leah Kaplan Visiting Professor in Human Rights at Stanford 
Law School, Co-sponsored with the Center for Law and Global Affairs and the 
Phoenix Council on Foreign Relations. 
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o The UN Charter: Five Pillars for Humankind, November 4, 2025, Daniel 
Rothenberg moderated a conversation with David Scheffer, Professor of 
Practice, FSI and Senior Fellow, New America, former Ambassador-at-Large 
for War Crimes, former Director, Center for International Human Rights, and 
professor at the Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, Co-sponsored with the 
Center for Law and Global Affairs, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law. 

o How did the US fail in Afghanistan?: In-Depth Reporting on America’s 
Longest War, November 11, 2025, Daniel Rothenberg moderated a 
conversation with Matthieu Aikins, winner of 2025 and 2022 Pulitzer Prizes, 
contributing writer for the New York Times Magazine, and the author of The 
Naked Don’t Fear the Water: An Underground Journey with Afghan Refugees 
and Anand Gopal, finalist for Pulitzer Prizes in 2025, 2022, and 2015, Assistant 
Research Professor, FSI and Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict, 
author of No Good Men Among the Living: America, the Taliban, and the War 
through Afghan Eyes. Co-sponsored with the Center for Law and Global Affairs, 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law. 

o Misunderstanding the Harms of Online Misinformation December 4, 2025, 
Daniel Rothenberg moderated a conversation with Brendan Nyhan, James O. 
Freedman Presidential Professor, Department of Government, Dartmouth 
College, member of the Academy of Arts and Sciences, Guggenheim Fellow, 
Andrew Carnegie Fellow, Co-sponsored with the School of Politics and Global 
Studies. 

 
2025 Washington, DC Future Security Events   
New America’s Future Security Program, the DC-based element of the Future Security 
Initiative’s ASU/New America partnership, organized and hosted 14 events in 2025 
covering a range of security issues. These events were generally streamed promoted 
to the broader ASU community. 

o Guantanamo at Twenty-Three, January 14, 2025, Peter Bergen moderated a 
conversation with Karen Greenberg, Director, Center on National Security at 
Fordham Law, FSI Research Fellow and Thomas B. Wilner and Andy 
Worthington, Co-Founders of Close Guantanamo. 

o Superbloom: How Technologies of Connection Tear Us Apart, February 6, 
2025, a conversation between Akash Kapoor, Senior Fellow, New America and 
Nicholas Carr, author and Pulitzer-Prize finalist about his new book. 

o No Way But Forward: Life Stories of Three Families in the Gaza Strip, 
February 20, 2025, Peter Bergen moderated a conversation with Brian K. 
Barber, author and 2016 Jacobs Foundation Fellow, New America about his 
new book. 

o The End of Aid? Rethinking Development and Economic Resilience, April 
3, 2025, Heela Rasool Ayub, Director, Planetary Politics moderated a 
conversation with Nii Simmonds, Visiting Fellow, Planetary Politics and Laura 
Kupe, Visiting Fellow, Planetary Politics, and Ken Opalo, Senior Fellow, 
Planetary Politics. 

o Power Reimagined: Advancing a Just Energy Transition Through 
Multilateral Action, April 22, 2025, Conversation with Ambassador Chola 
Milambo, Permanent Representative of Zambia to the United Nations and Riad 
Meddeb, Director of the UNDP’s Sustainable Energy Hub on global 
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development, energy equity, and institutional change, Co-sponsored with the 
Igarapé Institute. 

o Local Leadership in Energy Transition , April 23, 2025, Moderated by climate 
journalist and Visiting Fellow with Planetary Politics Aryn Baker, Visiting Fellow, 
Planetary Politics moderated a conversation with Claude Kabemba, CEO, 
Southern Africa Resource Watch, Ken Opalo, Senior Fellow, Planetary Politics; 
Associate Professor, Georgetown University, and Tom Cormons, Executive 
Director, Appalachian Voices. 

o The New Empire of AI: The Future of Global Inequality, May 21, 2025, Faisal 
Lalani, Non-Resident Scholar, Planetary Politics, New America moderated a 
conversation with Rachel Adams about her new book. 

o Indians in America: A Conversation with Author Meenakshi Ahamed, May 
22, 2025, Peter Bergen moderated a conversation with Meenakshi Ahamed, 
journalist and author of Indian Genius: The Meteoric Rise of Indians in America 

o The Future of Deception in War: Lessons from Ukraine, June 5, 2025, Peter 
W. Singer moderated a conversation with Mick Ryan retired major general in 
the Australian Army about his new book. 

o How I Found Myself in the Midwest: Reinvention and the Power of Going 
Local, July 1, 2025, Peter Bergen moderated a conversation with Steve 
Grove, CEO and Publisher, Minnesota Star Tribune about his new book. 

o Great Power, Great Responsibility: How the Liberal International Order 
Shapes U.S. Foreign Policy, August 20, 2025, Laura Kupe, Visiting Fellow, 
Planetary Politics, New America moderated a conversation with Michael 
Poznansky Associate Professor, Strategic and Operational Research 
Department, U.S. Naval War College.  

o The Fort Bragg Cartel, August 26, 2025, Conversation between Seth Harp 
2025 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America Fellow and author of The Fort 
Bragg Cartel and Mike Giglio 2022 ASU Future Security Fellow at New 
America. 

o What Would a Global Order of Middle Powers Look Like?, September 23, 
2025, a conversation held at Instituto Cervantes in New York City, Co-
sponsored with Project Starling. 

o Power Switch: Power, People, and the Energy Transition, October 16, 2025, 
Aryn Baker, award-winning foreign correspondent moderated a conversation 
with Alvin Camba, Critical Materials Specialist, Associated Universities 
Incorporated, Elizabeth Loso, Executive in Residence, Nicholas Institute for 
Energy, Environment & Sustainability, Grégoire Roos, Programme Director for 
Europe and Russia, Chatham House, and Laura Trajber Waisbich, Senior 
Researcher, Igarapé Institute, Co-sponsored with the Igarapé Institute. 
 

Co-Sponsored Events and Events with Significant FSI team Involvement 
Katrina’s America: 20 Years Since the Storm 
On July 16 at New America offices in Washington, DC, FSI co-sponsored a day-long 
event exploring the impact and legacy of Hurricane Katrina. It was curated by Vann R. 
Newkirk II, an ASU Future Security Fellow at New America and included multiple 
speakers including Nikole Hannah-Jones, a 2017 New America Fellow, Pulitzer Prize 
winner and MacArthur Fellow, and Dr. Sheri Fink, a 2013 New America Fellow who 
received a Pulitzer Prize for her writing on aftermath and impact of Hurricane Katrina. 
The event was organized in coordination with the New America Fellows Program and 
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the New America Executive Office and supported by the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation. The agenda, speaker details, and further event information are 
available on the conference page. 
 
 
Global Security Forum in Doha, Qatar 
Future Security Initiative (FSI) and New America were co-sponsors of this year’s 
Global Security Forum in Doha, Qatar from April 28-30, 2025. The Forum is a major 
international policy event, featuring presentations by diplomats, academics, think tank 
staffers, journalists, and others (https://globalsecurityforum.com/). The Forum was 
opened by H.E. Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar and included presentations by the Qatari Minister 
of State, the Chief of the South African National Defence Force, the Director-General 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and others. ASU and New 
America co-organized a panel on “Combatting Non-State Actors and Proxy Groups: 
Lessons Learned” featuring FSI faculty Peter Bergen, Ken Gleiman, Candace 
Rondeaux and Daniel Rothenberg, as well as long-time colleague Gianni Koskinas, 
a retired USAF Colonel with a Special Forces background. The Global Security Forum 
was covered by various media, including Defense One, with specific mentions of our 
panel at: https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2025/04/experts-see-rise-powerful-
non-state-groups-us-retreats-global-stage/404971/  Also, there was nice coverage of 
Peter Bergen’s fireside chat with US Amb. Timmy Davis at the Forum in the Gulf 
Times at: https://www.gulf-times.com/article/703884/qatar/trumps-upcoming-doha-
visit-to-cement-deepening-qatar-us-strategic-alliance-ambassador.  In addition, 
Candace Rondeaux conducted a fireside chat with Mr. Armen Grigoryan, Secretary, 
Security Council of Armenia, Republic of Armenia at the Forum. 
 
FSI Faculty Participation at SOF Week in Tampa, FL 
ASU Future Security Initiative faculty presented at Special Operations Forces (SOF) 
Week in Tampa, FL from May 5-8, 2025. SOF Week is organized by the Global Special 
Operations Foundation and is the premier international gathering for Special 
Operations personnel, industry leaders, and strategic partners to learn, network, 
collaborate, and showcase advancements in the field (https://sofweek.org/). Several 
FSI faculty participated in SOF Week including Peter Bergen, Alicia Ellis, David 
Kilcullen, and Kyle Ramsey, along with David Maxwell, FSI Research Fellow, and 
Joselyn Garcia, a MAGS student who runs outreach and communications for Small 
Wars Journal which is now based at ASU. Speakers at SOF Week included HRH 
Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein, King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Pete Hegseth, 
Secretary of Defense, Gen. Dan Caine, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Bryan 
Fenton, Commander, US Special Operations Command, Gen. Pedro Sanchez, 
Minister of Defense of Colombia, and others. Peter Bergen moderated a high-level 
panel with Gen. Stephen Whiting, commander of U.S. Space Command, Lt. Gen. 
Joshua Rudd, deputy commander of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, Lt. Gen. Richard 
Angle, U.S. Army, Commander of Allied SOF Command, and Gen. (ret.) Laura J. 
Richardson, former SOUTHCOM commander.  
 
Faculty Participation at the Security & Defence PLuS Indo-Pacific Security 
Forum in Honolulu, Hawaii 

https://u19311245.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.h5OcXm3Meo-2B48kyFJCBuPmBLhwFpYiARnMZRfYWTIfva1EI70xRBS-2B1V-2FXJ6i5gRKoBT8rb61spMsAqPkD5ArQ-3D-3Dff_n_E3jX7UdwUvWW16GmiaKN7JTulNlMrdENymmd-2FUn70hLJMXAVzOTPWLl9aojSv0Xjw8XqI8aINNsqAYOW2FR3vRXsuCIDtATU8nTwWqFaWrgqguanKhyfdbMVlwIgKZFh7l0LEVgMQLcVaBZQhzRGgvBse2UkKeAX09Cllm6pc98XXc3VZEV42hgG-2FAH0QSNDYisTQ9LEPeQ9Ivk-2FPkrpp739-2BlB6eZ2rwLqOEBipxV4aT3jT6p3fAKufE2yECcWgxCce1Iy21NH1ESJ5RwAG8lcFqZtBsM7k1qMyg-2BtVr4C9AAJVH01OOwqyDHU82jhH
https://globalsecurityforum.com/
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2025/04/experts-see-rise-powerful-non-state-groups-us-retreats-global-stage/404971/
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2025/04/experts-see-rise-powerful-non-state-groups-us-retreats-global-stage/404971/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gulf-times.com/article/703884/qatar/trumps-upcoming-doha-visit-to-cement-deepening-qatar-us-strategic-alliance-ambassador__;!!IKRxdwAv5BmarQ!ezeVO-O5Q_h3VmA-ZzXV0vMgKZzuCHZkF_iLlTfzdpBM4cxGvicrd95hmSsGfoIypPdLfqS4jUnTuwyPHivVY5A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gulf-times.com/article/703884/qatar/trumps-upcoming-doha-visit-to-cement-deepening-qatar-us-strategic-alliance-ambassador__;!!IKRxdwAv5BmarQ!ezeVO-O5Q_h3VmA-ZzXV0vMgKZzuCHZkF_iLlTfzdpBM4cxGvicrd95hmSsGfoIypPdLfqS4jUnTuwyPHivVY5A$
https://sofweek.org/
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ASU Future Security Initiative (FSI) faculty presented at the First Security & Defence 
PLuS Indo-Pacific Security Forum in Honolulu, Hawaii on May 12, 2025. The S&D 
PLuS alliance is a partnership between ASU in partnership, King’s College London and 
the University of New South Wales. The event was opened by Chris Howard, ASU 
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. Several FSI faculty contributed 
to the event including Alicia Ellis and David Kilcullen along with several FSI Affiliated 
Faculty including Ryan Shaw, Professor of Practice in History and Strategy and 
Managing Director of Strategic Initiatives and Thorin Wright, Associate Professor of 
Political Science and the ASU Academic Lead for S&D PLuS. Speakers included Lt. 
Gen. James Glynn, Commander United States Marine Forces Pacific, Lt. Gen. 
Matthew McFarlane, Commander, United States Army I Corps, Lt. Gen. Joshua 
Rudd, Deputy Commander of US Indo-Pacific Command, Lt. Gen. Simon Stuart, 
Chief of the Australian Army, Gov. Josh Green, Governor of Hawaii, Brig. Gen. (ret) 
Ian Langford, Executive Director, S&D PLuS, Matthew D. Steinhelfer, AUKUS 
Senior Advisor, United States Department of State, and others. 
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Appendix 1 
 
 

Future Security Initiative Team – 2025 
 

The Future Security Initiative (FSI) is a pan-university collaborative hub supported 
by the Arizona State University (ASU) Office of the President and based on a 
strategic partnership between the university and New America (NA), a Washington, 
DC-based think tank. In 2025, we worked with a diverse, interdisciplinary team of 60 
faculty, fellow, and staff. This includes 32 current faculty, 5 funded ASU Future 
Security Fellows at New America (and 33 former funded fellows), 19 Research Fellows, 
4 staff, and over 140 affiliated ASU faculty, and some 40 current and former New 
America experts as part of the ASU/New America partnership.  
 
Co-Directors 

Peter L. Bergen, Professor of Practice, Director of the Intelligence Community 
Center for Academic Excellence at ASU, Vice President and Director of Future 
Security at New America, award winning journalist and author of multiple best-
selling books including The Cost of Chaos: The Trump Administration and the 
World and The Rise and Fall of Osama bin Laden. 
Daniel Rothenberg, Professor of Practice, Senior Fellow at New America, 
anthropologist focusing on human rights, genocide and truth commissions, and 
field-based research, books include Memory of Silence and Drone Wars. 

 
Faculty 

Ian Anderson, Faculty Associate, Cybersecurity professional and Senior Manager 
Enterprise Security and Monitoring, OGE Energy Corp. 
Anika Binnendijk, Professor of Practice, political analyst at the RAND 
Corporation, former staff at the National Security Council and in the Department of 
State Policy Planning staff. 
Robert Bunker, former U.S. Army War College Minerva Chair and FBI Academy 
Futurist in Residence. Currently, Director of Research & Analysis with C/O Futures, 
LLC and Senior Fellow, Small Wars Journal-El Centro. 
Christopher Davis, Faculty Associate, PhD in Political Science from ASU, former 
UAV sensor operator who writes on drone operations and global security. 
Alicia Ellis, Teaching Assistant Professor, Director, MA in Global Security, U.S. Air 
Force veteran with multiple deployments in Iraq and elsewhere, former Policy 
Analyst for the U.S. State Department and Presidential Management Fellow.  
Amos Fox, Professor of Practice Retired US Army officer with multiple combat 
deployments, host of the podcasts Revolution in Military Affairs, author of Conflict 
Realism: Understanding the Causal Logic of Modern War and Warfare.  
Jan “Ken” Gleiman – Professor of Practice, Fellow at New America Future 
Security, retired U.S. Army colonel, former Army strategist, Special Operations 
Officer and Ranger, with a PhD in Security Studies, working on irregular warfare, 
and competitive statecraft. 
Anand Gopal, Assistant Research Professor, sociologist, journalist, staff writer, 
The New Yorker, finalist for 2015, 2022, and 2025 Pulitzer Prize and 2014 National 
Book Award. 

https://www.amazon.com/Cost-Chaos-Trump-Administration-World-ebook/dp/B09T94XJCL/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2377QJGF1PLZO&keywords=peter+bergen&qid=1657642974&s=digital-text&sprefix=peter+bergen%2Cdigital-text%2C187&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Cost-Chaos-Trump-Administration-World-ebook/dp/B09T94XJCL/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2377QJGF1PLZO&keywords=peter+bergen&qid=1657642974&s=digital-text&sprefix=peter+bergen%2Cdigital-text%2C187&sr=1-2
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Heather Gregg, Research Professor, non-resident senior fellow at the Foreign 
Policy Research Institute, formerly professor at the U.S. Army War College’s 
Strategic Studies Institute and an associate political scientist at the RAND 
Corporation.  
Jeremy Hodge, Senior Investigator, Zomia Center, Fellow at New America Future 
Security, and an investigative journalist covering the rise of extremism in Syria and 
Iraq, the petroleum/defense sectors, and regional finance, with articles in Foreign 
Affairs, The Nation, Le Monde Diplomatique, Al Jazeera, and other publications. 
BG Russ Howard (ret.), Professor of Practice, founding director of the Combating 
Terrorism Center at West Point, Sr. Fellow at the Joint Special Operations 
University, rancher in California.  
Thomas Just, Teaching Assistant Professor, political scientist specializing in the 
use of legal and public diplomacy strategies to counter extremist ideologies and 
support reconciliation. 
David Kilcullen, Professor of Practice, counter insurgency/terrorism expert former 
advisor to Gen. David Petraeus, and Sec. of State Condoleezza Rice, author of 
The Dragons and the Snakes: How the Rest Learned to Fight the West, The 
Accidental Guerrilla, Counterinsurgency, Out of the Mountains. 
Andrew Maher, Professor of Practice, non-resident fellow at U.S. Joint Special 
Operations University and the Modern War Institute at West Point, retired officer in 
the Australian Army.  
Ajit Mann, Professor of Practice, Director, Weaponized Narrative Program, 
philosopher specializing in the analysis of narrative and strategy, author of 
Narrative Warfare. 
Manolis Priniotakis, Professor of Practice, former Vice President for Research 
and Engagement, National Intelligence University, with over two decades of 
experience in various U..S. government agencies. 
George Poste, Del E. Webb Professor of Health Innovation and chief scientist with 
the Complex Adaptive Systems Initiative at ASU and was a member of the Defense 
Science Board. 
Kyle Ramsay, Professor of Practice, former infantry soldier and officer with the 
Canadian Armed Forces and other government agencies. 
Candace Rondeaux, Professor of Practice, Senior Director, Future Frontlines and 
Planetary Politics at New America, formerly of U.S. Institute of Peace, U.S. Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction.  
David Scheffer, Professor of Practice, former Ambassador at Large for War 
Crimes, former Director, Center for International Human Rights, and professor at 
the Northwestern Pritzker School of Law. 
LtGen Robert Schmidle (ret.), Professor of Practice, first Deputy Commander of 
U.S. Cyber Command, combat fighter pilot with a Ph.D. in philosophy from 
Georgetown University. 
Col. Erich Schneider (ret.), Clinical Professor, Faculty Director, ASU Intelligence 
Community-Center for Academic Excellence, former Ranger with multiple 
deployments, former Department Chair of Military Science at ASU. 
Ryan Shaw, Professor of Practice, School of Historical, Philosophical and 
Religious Studies, Managing Director of Strategic Initiatives, and Senior University 
Advisor. 
Peter W. Singer, Professor of Practice, Senior Strategist and Senior Fellow at New 
America, leading expert on 21st century security, author of best-selling books 
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including Wired for War: The Robotics Revolution and Conflict in the 21st Century 
and LikeWar: The Weaponization of Social Media. 
Anne-Marie Slaughter, Distinguished Professor of Practice, CEO of New America, 
former director of Policy Planning for the United States Department of State and 
former Dean of Princeton University’s School of Public and International Affairs.  
Frank Sobchak, Professor of Practice, Chair, Irregular Warfare, Modern War 
Institute, West Point, retired Special Forces officer. 
Matt Spence, Professor of Practice, Senior Fellow at New America Future Security, 
director at Guggenheim Partners, focusing on cybersecurity, former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Middle East Policy. 
Anita Sreedhrar, Clinical Professor, Medical Director, Iraq Restorative/Transitional 
Justice project, physician, and public health professional with extensive experience 
in Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan. 
Scott Whitaker, Professor of Practice, Chief Information Security Officer, Verra 
Mobility, focuses on cyber security, capability enhancement, risk management, and 
strategy. 
Col. Isaiah “Ike” Wilson (ret.), Professor of Practice, Fellow at New America 
Future Security, former President, Joint Special Operations University, combat 
veteran and expert on comparative strategy.  

 
Staff 

Carolyn Forbes, Iraq Program Senior Program Manager, also at ASU’s Center for 
Work and Democracy and former Assistant Director, ASU Center for the Study of 
Religion and Conflict. 
Carly Fuglei, Iraq Program Director, research, monitoring and evaluation specialist 
focusing on humanitarian responses, especially in the Middle East, having worked 
with the UN and other international entities, fluent in Arabic. 
Jose Moreno, Senior Advisor and Recruiting Coordinator, ASU Intelligence 
Community Center for Academic Excellence, also Senior Global Coordinator, ASU 
Barrett Honors College, veteran, and former US Army officer. 
Tony Roth, Senior Coordinator,  communications professional with several 
decades’ experience in city government and TV stations in the San Francisco Bay 
Area and in Phoenix, AZ. 

 
Research Fellows 

Asifa Ahmed, international relations scholar, former Postdoctoral Research 
Scholar, ASU’s Center for Muslim Experience in the U.S., Assistant Professor, 
Islamia Graduate College for Women, editor in chief, Journal of South Asian 
Studies. 
Rozina Ali, journalist focusing on the Middle East and South Asia, the post-9/11 
wars, and islamophobia, contributing writer at The New York Times Magazine, a 
2022-23 Cullman Fellow and a 2023-24 New America National Fellow. 
Elizabeth Campbell, Executive Director, ODI Global Washington, former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration, U.S. 
Department of State. 
Ian Conway  is the CEO of Helios Global, an international security consultancy 
based in the Washington, DC area, and CEO of Orca AI, which focuses on financing 
of malign information operations, 
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Ben Dalton, Program Manager, New America Future Frontlines program, formerly 
a journalist and producer for BuzzFeed News, World Learning, and the International 
Crisis Group, his work has appeared in The New York Times, PBS NewsHour, Al 
Jazeera, CNN.com, the Christian Science Monitor, among other publications. 
Zhuoqi Dong, Ph.D. Candidate in International Affairs at Georgia Tech, focusing  
on US-China strategic competition, civil-military relations, and emerging 
technologies, Assistant Editor at Small Wars Journal. 
Steven Ferenzi, retired Lt.Col., U.S. Army and former Special Forces officer with 
over two decades’ experience in complex strategy and multiple deployments in 
Afghanistan, central Asia and elsewhere, former Assistant Professor at the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point.  
Roger Herbert, formerly Robert T. Herres Distinguished Military Professor of 
Ethics, US Naval Academy, former Navy SEAL, Captain (ret.), US Navy, with 
multiple deployments, focuses on special operations ethics and leadership. 
Morgan Keay is CEO of Motive International, a consulting business that seeks to 
mitigate conflict and enhance global stability and sustainability, previously worked 
in the Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations at the U.S. Department of 
State. 
Jesse Kirkpatrick, Research Assistant Professor and the Acting Director of the 
Institute for Philosophy and Public Policy, George Mason University, Fellow at New 
America, working on  the ethics of peace and security and emerging technologies. 
Karen Greenberg, Director, Center on National Security at Fordham Law, Fellow 
at New America Future Security, author of multiple books including Subtle Tools: 
The Dismantling of American Democracy from the War on Terror to Donald 
Trump,  Rogue Justice: The Making of the Security State  
Sol Laudon, Software engineer and Director, Refugee Technology Programs at 
the Zomia Center, with research experience in North Africa and the Middle East 
David Maxwell, National security policy expert with over 30 years’ experience in 
Asia specializing in irregular, unconventional, and political warfare, retired Special 
Forces Colonel, served in command and staff positions at all levels in the U.S. Army 
and USSOCOM 
Joanna Naples-Mitchell, international human rights lawyer, Director, Program on 
Redress for Survivors of U.S. and Coalition Airstrikes at the Zomia Center, 
previously worked for Human Rights Watch and Physicians for Human Rights 
Amy Nelson, Senior Fellow and Director of the Future Security Scenarios Lab at 
New America, national security scholar and policy practitioner focusing on arms 
control, emerging and dual-use technologies, strategic risk and uncertainty.  
Víctor Rodríguez Rescia, President of the International Institute for Social 
Responsibility and Human Rights, former member of the UN International 
Independent Expert Mechanism to Advance Racial Justice and Equality in Law 
Enforcement, and former secretary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 
David Sterman, Deputy Director, Future Security at New America, focusing on 
violent extremism in America, proxy warfare, and the effectiveness and 
consequences of American counterterrorism. 
John Sullivan, Career police officer for 30 years, Instructor in the Safe 
Communities Institute (SCI) at the Sol Price School of Public Policy, Univ. of 
Southern California, Senior El Centro Fellow, Small Wars Journal. 
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Adam Taliaferro, former US Army officer most recently at Army Futures 
Command, multiple combat tours in Afghanistan and Iraq, supporting the Small 
Wars Journal. 

 
Current ASU Future Security Fellows at New America 

Grace M. Cho, Professor of Sociology at the College of Staten Island, CUNY, 
author of Tastes Like War: A Memoir, writing a book examining the Korean War 
through the lens of her family’s experience. 
Anuj Chopra, award-winning DC-based reporter for Agence France-Presse writing 
a book about Saudi Arabia in the age of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. 
Marielena Hincapié, a nationally recognized immigrant justice leader, strategist, 
and democracy advocate, writing a book entitled Becoming America: A Personal 
History of a Nation’s Immigration Wars. 
Saket Soni, labor organizer, the founder and director of Resilience Force, and the 
author of The Great Escape: A True Story of Forced Labor and Immigrant Dreams 
in America, working on Hurricane Hustlers, a book on the soon-to-be trillion-dollar 
climate disaster recovery economy. 

 
Former Fellows 

Trevor Aronson, investigative journalist for The Intercept, executive director, 
Florida Center for Investigative Reporting, author of The Terror Factory: Inside the 
FBI’s Manufactured War on Terrorism, 2020 ASU Future Security Fellow at New 
America.  
Greg Barker, award-winning filmmaker who directed The Final Year, an insiders’ 
account of President Barack Obama’s foreign policy team, Legion of Brothers, 
Sergio (Sundance award-winner), numerous films for PBS/Frontline, including 
Ghosts of Rwanda, 2018 ASU Future of War Fellow at New America. 
Philip Bennett, journalist, former managing editor of the Washington Post, 
produced over 20 films for PBS Frontline, launched the Local Journalism Initiative, 
2023 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America. 
Victor Blue, photojournalist and writer focusing on the legacy of armed conflict with 
major projects on Afghanistan and Guatemala, 2024 ASU Future Security Fellow 
at New America. 
Rosa Brooks, Professor and former Associate Dean at Georgetown Law, former 
Counselor to Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, former Senior Advisor, U.S. 
Department of State, Founding Future of War Senior Fellow 2014-2017. 
Iona Craig, journalist working in Yemen, winner of the 2016 Orwell Prize, 2014 
Martha Gellhorn Prize and 2018 George Polk Award, 2018 ASU Future of War 
Fellow at New America. 
Jen Daskal, former Deputy General Counsel, Department of Homeland Security, 
Professor and Faculty Director, Tech, Law, Security Program at American 
University Washington College of Law, 2021 ASU Future Security Fellow at New 
America. 
Patricia Evangelista, trauma journalist from the Philippines covering disaster, 
conflict, and human rights, staff reporter for Rappler focusing on President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s war on drugs, 2020 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America. 
Jill Filipovic, contributing opinion writer for The New York Times writing on 
women’s rights in conflict zones, author of The H-Spot: The Feminist Pursuit of 
Happiness, 2019 ASU Future of War Fellow at New America. 
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Joshua Geltzer, former Special Assistant to the President and Special Advisor to 
the Homeland Security Advisor on Countering Domestic Violent Extremism, former 
Executive Director, Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection, 
Georgetown University Law Center, 2018 ASU Future Security Fellow at New 
America. 
Mike Giglio, journalist, and writer focused on war, terrorism, and national security, 
working on the growing political influence of U.S. militant groups, 2022 ASU Future 
Security Fellow at New America.  
Suzy Hansen, contributing writer for the New York Times Magazine, author of 
Notes on a Foreign Country: An American Abroad in a Post-American World, which 
was a finalist for the 2018 Pulitzer Prize, 2020 ASU Future Security Fellow at New 
America. 
Seth Harp, journalist, former soldier with multiple tours in Iraq, lawyer, and former 
Assistant Attorney General in Texas, writing a book on unsolved murders among 
elite Special Forces soldiers, 2025 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America. 
Shane Harris, staff writer at The Atlantic and formerly at the Washington Post, 
where he covers national security, author of @War: The Rise of the Military-Internet 
Complex, 2015 ASU Future of War Fellow at New America.  
Azmat Khan, Patti Cadby Birch Assistant Professor of Journalism, Columbia 
University Director, Carnegie Fellow, winner of the 2022 Pulitzer Prize in 
International Reporting, 2017 ASU Future of War Fellow at New America.  
Jonathan Katz, journalist, and author of The Big Truck That Went By: How the 
World Came to Save Haiti and Left Behind a Disaster, awarded the Medill Medal 
for Courage in Journalism, 2019 ASU Future of War Fellow at New America. 
Khameer Kidia, writer, anthropologist, Rhodes Scholar, and global health 
physician on the faculty at Brigham & Womenʼs Hospital and Harvard Medical 
School, 2022 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America. 
David Kilcullen, former Chief Strategist in the State Department’s 
Counterterrorism Bureau and Senior Counterinsurgency Advisor to General David 
Petraeus, author of multiple best-selling books including The Dragons and the 
Snakes: How the Rest Learned to Fight the West and Blood Year: The Unraveling 
of Western Counterterrorism, Founding Future of War Senior Fellow 2014-2018. 
Suki Kim, journalist, and author of New York Times best-seller Without You, There 
Is No Us: Undercover Among the Sons of North Korean Elite, recipient of 
Guggenheim fellow, Fulbright fellow, 2019 ASU Future of War Fellow at New 
America.  
Yi-Ling Liu, award-winning journalist whose work has appeared in New York 
Times Magazine, Harper’s Magazine, Foreign Policy, The Economist, and The New 
Yorker, 2021 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America.  
Sarah Esther Maslin, journalist focusing on Latin America, formerly the 
Economist’s Brazil correspondent, writing a book on the 1981 massacre in El 
Mozote, El Salvador, 2021 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America. 
Lt. Col. Sean McCafferty, active duty in the Signal Corps of the U.S. Army, former 
Chief of Plans & Strategy at U.S. Army Cyber Command. 
Azadeh Moaveni, Associate Professor, Director Global and Joint Program Studies, 
Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute, New York University, former Gender Project 
Director, International Crisis Group, author of Guest House for Young Widows: 
Among the Women of ISIS, 2018 ASU Future of War Fellow at New America. 
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Vann R. Newkirk II, senior editor at The Atlantic and the host of the podcasts 
“Floodline” and “Holy Week,” award-winning journalist, 2025 ASU Future Security 
Fellow at New America.   
Douglas Ollivant, former Director for Iraq at the National Security Council during 
Bush and Obama administrations, Founding Future of War Senior Fellow 2014-
2019. 
Molly O’Toole, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist working on The Route, a book that 
follows the world’s longest human migration to the United States, scholar at the 
Wilson Center, 2025 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America. 
George Packer, staff writer at the New Yorker since 2003, author of The 
Unwinding: An Inner History of the New America, which won the 2013 National 
Book Award for non-fiction, Guggenheim fellow, Fellow at the American Academy 
in Berlin, 2018 ASU Future of War Fellow at New America.  
Alex W. Palmer – Contributing writer, New York Times Magazine, former Marshall 
Scholar at King’s College London, writing a book about the history of American 
intelligence in China, 2025 ASU Future Security Fellow at New America. 
Janet Reitman, contributing writer for the New York Times Magazine, covering 
extremism, youth, and national security, best-selling author, 2022 ASU Future 
Security Fellow at New America.  
Tom Ricks, former national security correspondent for The Wall Street Journal and 
The Washington Post, part of two Pulitzer Prize winning teams and author of many 
bestselling books including Fiasco: The American Military Adventure in Iraq, 2003-
05, Founding Future of War Senior Fellow 2014-2017. 
Scott Silverstone, Professor of International Relations and Director of the 
International Relations Program at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, author 
of From Hitler’s Germany to Saddam’s Iraq: The Enduring False Promise of 
Preventive War and Preventive War and American Democracy, 2017 ASU Future 
of War Fellow at New America. 
Peter W. Singer, Strategist and Senior Fellow at New America, one of the world’s 
leading experts on 21st century security issues, the author of multiple books on child 
soldiers, cyberwar and emerging military technologies including, LikeWar: The 
Weaponization of Social Media, Founding Future of War Senior Fellow 2014-2018. 
David Wood, journalist covering the military for four decades, won a 2012 Pulitzer 
Prize for his reporting on moral injury, 2016 ASU Future of War Fellow at New 
America. 
 

Affiliated Faculty 
The FSI works with over 150 affiliated faculty from multiple programs and units at ASU 
including scholars of political science, history, religious studies, law, engineering, 
public policy, sustainability, philosophy, international development, security studies, 
regional studies, and other fields. Affiliated faculty participate in a variety of ways, 
including designing and  managing research projects, presenting at events and 
conferences, and otherwise contributing to debate, discussion, and the intellectual life 
of our Initiative.  
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Former Faculty 
Lt. Col. M.L. Cavanaugh, former Professor of Practice, active-duty U.S. Army 
strategist, co-founder of the Modern War Institute at West Point. 
Sarah Holewinski, former Professor of Practice, DC Director, Human Rights 
Watch, Fellow, New America, former deputy chief of staff in the U.S. Mission to the 
U.N., expert on civilian protection in war. 
Azmat Khan, former Professor of Practice, Carnegie Fellow, winner of the 2022 
Pulitzer Prize, now the Patti Cadby Birch Assistant Professor of Journalism at 
Columbia Journalism School. 
Jonathan Kinkel, Teaching Assistant Professor, lawyer, and political scientist, 
former Wisconsin Assistant Attorney General, former NGO director. 

 


